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CRK + A LLIES PROTECT  ESTUARY , DEFEAT  BRADWOOD  LNG  

Site of the proposed Bradwood Landing LNG Terminal, recently protected by CRK victory! 

VICTORY  FOR THE  COLUMBIA ! 
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THE MISSION OF COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER  

 Our mission is to protect and restore the water quality of the Columbia River 

and all life connected to it, from the headwaters to the Pacific Ocean.   

OUR VISION FOR THE COLUMBIA  

 Columbia Riverkeeper’s vision is to restore a Columbia River Basin with clean, 

clear waters flowing cold from the headwaters to the Pacific Ocean. Our vision 

is for a Columbia with healthy salmon runs that can support traditional harvest 

by Native Americans and non-native fisherman. In our vision, a broad range of 

diverse interests will bring back a Columbia River that parents can let their chil-

dren play in without fear of toxic exposure. The Columbia River we work to 

bring back is bordered by vibrant bands of riparian habitat and home to a rich 

diversity of native fish and wildlife. In short, our vision is for a Columbia River 

Basin that the people of the United States and Canada can be  proud of. 

OUR WORK TO TURN THIS VISION INTO REALITY  

 CRK uses a range of activities to protect and restore the Columbia including 

public education, grassroots organizing, enforcement of environmental laws and 

on-the-river monitoring. Central to these efforts is our work to develop an 

active and coordinated alliance of diverse interests dedicated to making the res-

toration of the Columbia River a regional and national priority.  

To do this, we need the help of proud river supporters like you. Please contact us today!  

www.columbiariverkeeper.org    

541.387.3030  

crk@gorge.net 

724 Oak Street . Hood River, OR 97031 

�� BOUT THE COVER 

Columbia Riverkeeper would like to thank the many people in-

volved in our campaign against the proposed Liquefied Natural 

Gas terminal at Bradwood Landing located in the heart of the 

Columbia River Estuary. The photos on the cover represent just 

a handful of the many people and organizations who all came together for a common 

goal– to protect Columbia River salmon and communities from the impacts of LNG. 

Thank you to everyone who played a role in this important victory for the Columbia! 



�' iver Currents COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER Newsletter • Spring 2010 

3 • Spring 2010 

RIVER NOTES 
a message from the Director 

COMMON  THREAD  PROJECT 
  CRK is excited to kick-off the Common Thread Project this summer.  Working with 

tribal leaders, the Project will train environmental non-profits to consult with tribes to 

further the common goal of protecting and restoring our natural resources. 

  Our work on the Columbia greatly benefits from the expertise of tribal scientists and 

policymakers. CRK’s work is informed and inspired by the vision of resource protection 

that we share with tribes, as well as the health and well being of the first peoples of 

N’chi-wana (the Big River, Columbia River).  

  While the Pacific Northwest has seen many accomplishments due to the partnership 

between tribes and environmental non-profits, we believe there is tremendous room for growth.   

  The Common Thread Project will hold listening sessions about best practices for consultation between 

tribes and non-profits and develop a model for conservation groups to consult with tribes on a regular 

basis. CRK received funding for this great project from the Spirit Mountain Community Fund. 

  It would be naïve to think everyone will agree on all issues. But, we believe respectful consultation with 

Tribes will help protect the common values of clean water, air, and land.   

Expanding Partnerships with Tribes 

  From across the continent, The BP Oil 

Disaster in the Gulf Coast is deeply trou-

bling. Wanting to help, I’ve been in touch 

with our partner organizations, including 

Mobile Baykeeper, who are working on 

the front lines with local fishermen and 

volunteers.  

  CRK is proud to be part of the Wa-

terkeeper Alliance, which organizes dozens 

of “keeper” groups throughout the 

world. Alliance President, Bobby Kennedy 

Jr., has jumped into the Gulf Coast crisis, 

as have all local keepers.  

  Waterkeepers are working with au-

thorities who are directing the clean-up 

effort and disaster response. Local 

knowledge and independent views of 

citizens are critical at a time like this 

when no one will take responsibility.   

  Similar to the Columbia River Estuary, 

the Gulf Coast contains important wet-

lands and estuarine ecosystems that we 

simply cannot afford to further de-

grade.  The Waterkeeper Alliance has set 

up a special fund where you can support 

the work of Waterkeepers in the Gulf 

Coast protecting one of the most valu-

able fisheries in the world. Visit 

www.waterkeeper.org.   

  The BP disaster raises two lessons. 

First, a reminder that we need to aggres-

sively transition our country from de-

pendence on dirty fossil fuels to cleaner, 

renewable sources. Second, we need to 

keep a closer eye on the oil companies. 

Sounds obvious, but how many more 

examples of lax regulation do we need?  

Dr. Robert Brulle of Drexel Univerisity 

stated, “Ultimately, the most effective 

way to deal with oil spills is not to have 

them. Prevention is the best policy. But 

that involves regulations to prevent cor-

porations from taking calculated risks by 

shaving safety margins to decrease pro-

duction costs.” In other words, spills are 

just part of the business right now. 

Stronger oversight can prevent disasters 

and protect Americans who make their 

living on the water and in communities 

that depend on aquatic systems. 

Get Involved! Join us Friday, July 9th at Lewis & Clark College. For RSVP and agenda inquiries, contact Se-ah-dom Edmo at 

edmo@lclark.edu or visit our website at www.columbiariverkeeper.org.  

Brett VandenHeuvel, Executive Director 
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Welcome AmeriCorps Crew! 

CRK Trains Over 50 New Volunteers This Season! 

  Columbia Riverkeeper employs five AmeriCorps members 

to help maintain our equipment, manage our data, and work 

locally to support our volunteers across the region. 

  We are excited to have our new AmeriCorps members on 

board. Melissa Knudson must have more hours in the day 

than most as she is an honor student at Lower Columbia Col-

lege, a mother to three AND the Water Quality Technician 

for our Longview, 

WA location.  

  Corie Lahr left 

Southern California 

for the banks of the 

Columbia and will 

be working in our 

Hood River office 

providing support for our Water Quality Monitoring program. 

  Seth Chicas is based in Portland and has previously worked 

for the Tualatin River Watershed Council.  Seth will take care 

of our equipment in Portland and will work closely with our 

Portland/Vancouver volunteers. 

  Justin Takkunen is a student at Mount Hood Community 

College in the Natural Resource Technology Program and will 

serve as Water Quality Technician for our Troutdale/

Gresham location. 

  Denee Scott is a student at Wenatchee Valley College and 

will soon start as our Water Quality Technician for our equip-

ment and volunteers located in Wenatchee, WA. 

  Columbia Riverkeeper is kicking off our fifth year of the CRK 

Adopt-a-River and Water Quality Monitoring Programs! This 

spring CRK held trainings in five locations along the river, 

training over fifty new volunteers. We are continually amazed 

at the dedication of our volunteers and how, with an army of 

citizens, we can monitor large swaths of the Columbia. 

  Our volunteers have stopped oils spills, organized clean-ups, 

responded to threats to habitat, and addressed water-related 

health concerns throughout the Columbia and its tributaries. 

  CRK draws volunteers from diverse backgrounds across 

Oregon and Washington. We have volunteers who adopt sites 

with their families and conduct habitat assessments with their 

children.  We work with individuals, kids of all ages, school 

groups, businesses and community groups. The Adopt-a-River 

program allows people from all walks of life to take responsi-

bility for the cultural and historical treasure that runs through 

the heart of the Pacific Northwest by joining together to pro-

tect the river that we cherish– it is OUR river! 

CRK K ICKS-OFF 5TH  YEAR OF ADOPT -A-RIVER & 

W ATER QUALITY  MONITORING  PROGRAMS  

From left to right, Melissa Knudson, Corie Lahr, Seth Chicas, Justin Takkunen . 

It’s not too late to get involved!   

Visit our website for more information: 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org  

Just a handful of CRK’s many dedicated volunteers. 

CRK’s new  AmeriCorps  Members 
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HANFORD  REACH  PADDLE  TRIPS 2010 
  CRK invites you to join us for an exciting paddle adventure 

in Eastern Washington past the Hanford Nuclear Site.  

  The contrasting environments of the Hanford Reach provide 

for an amazing paddle experience. Paddle by the B-Reactor, 

where America made plutonium to power the nuclear bomb 

dropped on Nagasaki during WWII. This heavy history is set 

against the tranquil river.   

  Learn the history of Hanford’s weapons production and the 

very pressing issues of today, including nuclear waste contain-

ment and cleanup.   

  This overnight adventure starts off with a Friday evening of 

camping under the stars in the high-desert environment of the 

Hanford Reach. Enjoy dinner and guaranteed good times with 

fellow river supporters. Saturday morning will begin with a 

fresh breakfast followed by a day full of paddling the Hanford 

Reach with experts bubbling with facts about the Hanford site. 

A riverside picnic lunch will also be provided.  

  Registration Information Visit our website and click on 

our Paddle the Columbia headline. Please complete and email 

the registration form to crk@gorge.net. Forms can also be 

mailed to our Hood River office. Trips are limited to 15 peo-

ple max/trip and spots are filled on a first-come basis. Inter-

ested participants should be physically prepared for a full-day 

of paddling (mostly flat water). Please contact crk@gorge.net 

for more information.  

All trips begin Friday @ 5pm and last thru Saturday evening (approx. 5 pm), not including travel time to the site. 

July 16-17th August 6-7th August 20-21st 
THREE TRIPS TO CHOOSE FROM!  

  CRK is proud to once again have 

partnered with AVEDA for their 

annual Earth Month campaign. Sa-

lons, stylists, and clients from across 

Oregon and SW Washington raised 

funds to support CRK's work to protect and restore the waters of the Columbia River. A spe-

cial thank you to the Aveda Institute of Portland for putting on the Catwalk for Water fashion 

show this past April in Portland. The event had a sold-out crowd and raised over $15,000 to 

support our work to protect and restore the waters of the Columbia— THANKS AVEDA!   

EARTH MONTH  2010 

Photo: Eric Sellers 

Photo: Eric Sellers 

AVEDA RAISES OVER $15,000 FOR CRK! 

Columbia Riverkeeper's Executive Director Brett VandenHeuvel had a good time along with every-

one. "It was my first fashion show!!" he exclaimed. VandenHeuvel attended with Riverkeeper staff 

and several Board members, and spoke between sets, "[Riverkeeper has] been involved with 

Aveda for several years now," he says, "We appreciate Aveda’s environmental stewardship, as 

shown by the natural and Earth-friendly products and large recycling program. Our work to pro-

tect the Columbia River and Aveda’s work to avoid harmful chemicals seemed like a good fit."  

The fashion show featured some very imaginative creations, and the packed crowd of clients, 

supporters and beneficiaries sported smiles all around. Students were clearly excited to see their 

work come to fruition, and the cheering, whistling and outbursts of applause were infectious. Brett 

VandenHeuvel could feel it too: "There was great energy and attitude.  It was loud, upbeat, and 

playful. The show sold out. The crowd was very appreciative of the fashion and the environmental 

messages built into the show.." (as written by Chris Cone + printed on Examiner.com ) 
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Riverkeeper Wins Major Campaign To Protect Salmon from LNG 

  The important fights are never easy. That is why this victory is 

so satisfying. Columbia Riverkeeper and partners prevailed in 

our fight to protect salmon, farmland, and forests from the pro-

posed Bradwood Landing Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal 

and pipelines. Bradwood Landing declared bankruptcy on May 4, 

2010 with over $20,000,000 in debt, unpaid bills to local compa-

nies, and firsthand knowledge of how hard the people of Oregon 

and Washington will work to protect the Columbia River. 

  Columbia Riverkeeper has worked on Bradwood since 2005. 

We were told that defeating LNG was impossible because there 

was too much money and politics involved.  But when we took a 

hard look at the impacts of LNG, we decided to not only lead 

the fight, but to win. 

  Our strategy from the outset was to build a coalition of people 

from all walks of life who had something at stake – the river, 

salmon, farms, energy security, climate justice, property values, 

safety. We joined with a fine effort started by Astoria residents 

and fishermen who organized to protect the estuary, along with 

Washingtonians on Puget Island and Cowlitz County citizens 

threatened by the pipeline. When we discovered a sketch map 

of the Palomar Pipeline, we learned that NW Natural was in on 

the game and planned to cut a pipeline swath across prime farm-

land in the Willamette Valley and create a 40-mile clear-cut 

across Mt. Hood National Forest. Our coalition grew and grew. 

  Columbia Riverkeeper also flexed our legal muscle. The bot-

tom line is this: after five years of trying, Bradwood did not have 

a single state or local permit.  Bradwood’s only accomplishment 

was a FERC license, which CRK and partners, along with the 

States of Oregon and Washington, are currently challenging in 

the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

  Our accomplishments, as a coalition, include: 

• Traveling to Washington D.C. with 20 citizens to protest 

false statements in Bradwood’s Initial Public Offering 

(IPO) of stock , and filing a complaint with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission in 2007.  Bradwood never issued public 

stock.   

• Orchestrating three huge Clean Energy rallies  in Salem 

drawing statewide media attention to LNG as a dirty form of 

energy. 
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VICTORY    for the 
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• Helping organize a Clatsop County referendum  in which 

67% of voters refused to allow pipelines in protected areas. 

Bradwood sued to prevent the election, but CRK won the law-

suit to defend the citizens’ right to vote . 

• Defeating an LNG pipeline fast -track bill , HB 3058, pro-

posed by Bradwood in the Oregon Legislature in 2009 and 2010.  

The Forest Grove Times-News headline stated, “Legislature 

backs off LNG while activists keep the heat on.”     

• Prevailing at the Land Use Board of Appeals  (LUBA) 

over Clatsop County’s approval of Bradwood on January 27, 

2009. This critical victory led to Oregon “formally suspending” 

the processing of all state permits. While many experts said that 

we could not fight LNG at the local level, we’ve proven them 

wrong.  

• Prevailing again  at LUBA  on April 12, 2010.  Bradwood’s 

investors pulled the plug just three weeks after this critical vic-

tory, which may have been the final straw .  CRK argued and 

the court agreed that the LNG terminal fails to protect 

salmon and access to traditional fishing areas .    

• Acting as the lead community organizers for five years 

and building a tremendous coalition of people and groups to 

defeat Bradwood!   

  We would like to thank everyone who attended a hearing or 

rally, wrote a letter, talked to their neighbor, or provided finan-

cial support to the fight against LNG. Also, multiple organiza-

tions played huge roles, including Rivervision and the amazing 

Astoria community, the Columbia River Inter-tribal Fish Com-

mission, Landowners and Citizens for a Safe Community, Wahki-

akum Friends of the River, Columbia River Business Alliance, 

Oregon Citizens Against the Pipeline, Northwest Property 

Rights Coalition, Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club, Bark, and 

many others.   

  In the last couple weeks, I’ve 

been asked dozens of times by 

reporters from across the coun-

try, “What stopped Bradwood 

LNG?”  My answer: the people!  

W HAT ’S NEXT ? 

CRK is still fighting! We are working closely with bank-

ruptcy attorneys, continuing to litigate our 9th Circuit 

appeal of Bradwood, and defending our LUBA victory – 

all to make sure the coffin stays closed. 

We are investing equal effort opposing Oregon LNG, 

which suffers from the same flaws as Bradwood. We’re 

proud that we protected the estuary from Bradwood, 

but our work is unfinished. 

���+ ICTORY DONATION  

Please consider making a victory 

donation to CRK.  We poured a 

tremendous amount of re-

sources into the LNG fight and 

we need your support.  If this 

victory has value to you, make a 

tax-deductible contribution to 

Columbia Riverkeeper today at 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org. 

COLUMBIA ! for the 

By Brett VandenHeuvel 
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  My name is Cheryl Johnson and I have 

been a resident of Astoria, Oregon for 

35 years. 

  This is a huge victory for the families of 

Oregon and Washington who have been 

working to stop Bradwood Landing LNG 

from damaging our communities, our 

river and our quality of life for the past 

five years. The people who live on the 

Columbia River have a deep understand-

ing of the cultural, economic and envi-

ronmental importance of the river. We 

have fought and will continue to 

fight against outside interests who 

want to destroy what we care so 

deeply about.  

  As a resident of Clatsop County I have 

seen first hand how out-of-state energy 

speculators have come in to my commu-

nity and thrown around their money and 

influence to the detriment of the public. 

In Clatsop County the public opinion 

about LNG is very clear:  

we do not want it, we do not need it 

and it would harm the economies that 

keep our community alive. 

  Those of us who are lucky enough to 

live in the Columbia River estuary are 

there because we love the Columbia 

River. We love the spirit, the suste-

nance, the salmon and the way of 

life that the Columbia River pro-

vides us. With this victory over North-

ernStar Natural Gas and Bradwood 

Landing LNG, we have proven that 

the people of Oregon and Washing-

ton will not sit idly by and watch 

what we most value be destroyed .  

  This has been a David and Goliath bat-

tle from the beginning. As I have often 

said about the LNG fight: “we have 

heart and they have money. 

And heart always wins over 

money.” We have proven that by 

tirelessly working to protect what we 

love. In this case, our love of the river 

and our love for our communities has 

outweighed the greed of the natural gas 

industry. 

Cheryl Johnson and Ted Messing have been active in the fight against LNG since its inception along the Columbia River. 

Serving as Columbia Riverkeeper’s Volunteer Columbia Estuary Coordinators for over five years, Cheryl and Ted have been 

leaders in the fight, educating people in the Estuary of the detrimental impacts of LNG on the Columbia. 

a victory of heart 
by Cheryl Johnson 

Cheryl read this statement at the LNG 

coalition’s Bradwood Victory press 

conference on May 5th, 2010. 
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 hould Oregonians and our elected lead-

ers sit by and watch Texas-based en-

ergy companies degrade our farmland, for-

ests, and salmon?  Of course not. The people 

of Oregon won a major victory this week 

when Bradwood Landing LLC went bank-

rupt and dropped its destructive Liquefied 

Natural Gas (LNG) terminal near Astoria. 

The Oregonian’s editorial board attempted to 

characterize the Bradwood’s failure as a 

state regulatory problem - a “process” fail-

ure. 

  Far from the Oregonian’s downtown Port-

land offices, the reality in our communities – 

in Astoria, in Yamhill County, and across the 

Mt. Hood National Forest – is much differ-

ent. For us, this is an unprecedented victory 

for farmers, foresters, fishermen, and conser-

vationists.  This is a victory for Oregonians 

who don’t always see eye-to-eye, but who 

banded together to protect our common 

values. 

  For over five years, people from every walk 

of life worked together to fight the Brad-

wood LNG project.  Farmers across the Wil-

lamette Valley who faced eminent domain 

attended hearings, talked to neighbors, and 

wrote letters despite having fields to plow 

and orchards to prune.  Fisherman used 

their boats to protest LNG at Bradwood and 

to protect access to key fishing areas for 

tribal, commercial, and recreational fishers. 

Environmental advocates like Columbia 

Riverkeeper, BARK, and Sierra Club worked 

with urban and rural communities to pro-

tect salmon habitat.  We were joined by 

foresters, clean energy promoters, and pub-

lic health professionals who agreed that 

Bradwood LNG was wrong for Oregon. 

  Unlike the Oregonian editorial board, we 

don’t see this as unfair treatment of a Texas 

corporation.  We see this as a victory for our 

communities, our livelihoods, and our fu-

ture. 

  Bradwood LNG was not the underdog in 

this David versus Goliath battle.  One only 

has to read Bradwood’s new bankruptcy 

filings, which show they racked up over $21 

million in debt.  Bradwood skipped town 

leaving millions of bills unpaid, including 

stiffing local businesses, Clatsop County, 

and even the Astoria Rotary Club. Brad-

wood had plenty of money and political in-

fluence, but didn’t understand how hard 

people will fight to protect critical re-

sources. 

  Looking ahead, it is now clear that LNG 

has no place in Oregon.  As energy experts 

know, and Bradwood’s financial backers 

finally realized, America does not need to 

import costly fossil fuels from across the 

globe to secure our energy future. As long as 

Oregon is threatened by LNG, our organiza-

tions will protect Oregon and its farms, for-

ests, rivers and people from misguided LNG 

projects – whether it’s the Palomar Pipeline 

across the Mt. Hood National Forest, Ore-

gon LNG in Warrenton, or Jordan Cove 

LNG in Coos Bay.  Oregon does not need 

LNG, and the victory over NorthernStar 

shows that the people of Oregon have the 

power to protect the values that we all hold 

in common – our family farms, our forests, 

our salmon, and our rivers. 

S 
Working Together to Protect Oregon from LNG 

Editorial as printed in the 

Tuesday, May 11th, 2010 

issue of The Oregonian.  

Written & Submitted By:  

Jack Marincovich is executive director 

of the Columbia River Fisherman’s 

Protective Union. 

Ivan Maluski is conservation coordinator 

for Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club. 

Brett VandenHeuvel is executive director 

of Columbia Riverkeeper. 

Dave Cruickshank is a farmer in 

Yamhill County. 



�' iver Currents COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER Newsletter • Spring 2010 

10 • Spring 2010 

Thriving Salmon Life in the Columbia's Storied Hanford Reach 
  Since Columbia Riverkeeper's incep-

tion, a main focus of our organization has 

been the long-term cleanup of radioac-

tive and toxic pollution at the Hanford 

Nuclear Reservation.  Perched on the 

banks of the Columbia River in south 

central Washington, the 586 square mile 

Hanford site is a legacy of World War II 

and the Cold War.  In 1943, the federal 

government selected Hanford as the top

-secret site of the Manhattan Project to 

enrich plutonium for nuclear weapons.  

Today, Columbia Riverkeeper and our 

allies invest substantial time and energy 

to ensure that the U.S. Department of 

Energy—the current manager of the 

Hanford site—protects the Columbia 

River from the serious threats posed by 

toxic and radioactive pollution found in 

the soil and groundwater at Hanford.  A 

key area of CRK’s work centers on the 

salmon and steelhead that rely on the 

Columbia River’s Hanford Reach for 

survival. 

    While many are familiar with the Han-

ford Reach and its nuclear legacy, this 

section of the Columbia River is also 

renowned for its status as the last "free-

flowing" stretch of the Columbia: the 51 

mile Hanford Reach does not include any 

dams.  In fact, the Hanford Reach is well 

documented as the only remaining signifi-

cant spawning ground for the fall run 

Chinook salmon on the mainstem of the 

Columbia River.  According to the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, "[t]he 

[Hanford] Reach contains islands, riffles, 

gravel bars, oxbow ponds, and backwa-

ter sloughs that support some of the 

most productive spawning areas in the 

Northwest, including the largest remain-

ing stock of wild fall Chinook salmon in 

the Columbia River."  The fall Chinook 

salmon that spawn and rear throughout 

the Hanford Reach support in-river com-

mercial and tribal fisheries, commercial 

fisheries in the North Pacific Ocean, and 

sport fisheries.  

  In addition to fall run Chinook salmon, 

the Hanford reach also supports over 

forty other species of fish, including stur-

geon, steelhead, and bull trout.  The 

prevalence of endangered and threat-

ened fish in the Hanford Reach raises 

serious questions about the current and 

future impacts of Hanford's pollution 

legacy.  Chromium, strontium-90, ura-

nium and other contaminants are well 

documented entering salmon spawning 

grounds along the Hanford Reach.  For 

example, the concentrations of chro-

mium in groundwater upwellings exceed 

the chronic ambient water quality crite-

ria for the protection of aquatic life, es-

tablished by the U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency and Washington State.  

Based on the critical importance of the 

Hanford Reach for ESA-listed salmon 

and steelhead, Columbia Riverkeeper 

continues to stay closely involved with 

cleanup decisions at Hanford.  This in-

cludes serving on the Department of 

Energy's citizen advisory board, speaking 

out against importing off-site radioactive 

waste to Hanford, and educating the 

public on how to get involved in protect-

ing the Columbia River from Hanford's 

radioactive legacy.   

To sign up for action alerts on Hanford and 

to get involved, please email crk@gorge.net.   

US Department of Energy 

This product was funded through a grant from Washington 

State Department of Ecology. While these materials were 

reviewed for grant consistency, this does not necessarily consti-

tute endorsement by the Department. 



�' iver Currents COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER Newsletter • Spring 2010 

11 • Spring 2010 

CRK Partners with Citizen Group to    

Protect Rare Wetlands, Salmon Habitat  

  The future of an important salmon- and steelhead-bearing stream and rare vernal pool wetland complex is currently the sub-

ject of intense debate in The Dalles, Oregon. In 2008, Walmart announced plans to build a Super Walmart on 68 acres of un-

developed land on the outskirts of The Dalles. If built, Walmart will destroy over 2.5 acres of wetlands to develop 20 acres of 

parking lot and commercial space.   

  Walmart will also discharge polluted storm-

water from the parking lot and street into 

Chenoweth Creek. In addition to carrying toxic 

pollutants, stormwater runoff causes erosion 

and, in turn, changes stream bank structure and 

the quality of salmon spawning and rearing 

habitat. 

The creek, which flows into the Columbia 

River, is designated critical habitat for Endan-

gered Species Act-listed steelhead. This classifi-

cation recognizes years of effort by federal and 

state scientists to identify the most biologically 

significant habitat for the long-term recovery of 

endangered species. 

  Beginning in 2008, CRK teamed with The Dalles-based Citizens for Responsible Development , which is a coalition of 

historic downtown business owners and other concerned citizens. Public records requests revealed that, due to the unique 

geology and climate of the Columbia River Gorge, the vernal pool wetlands that Walmart is proposing to fill may be the last of 

their type. In addition to testifying at public hearings and submitting technical comments to federal and state agencies, CRK’s 

volunteers are also working on the ground to increase our understanding of water quality in Chenoweth Creek. Columbia 

Riverkeeper recently added Chenoweth Creek to our Adopt-a-River water quality monitoring program. The program, which 

enlists volunteers from across the Columbia Basin, monitors habitat and water quality throughout the Columbia and its tribu-

taries.  To learn more, contact CRK’s Staff Attorney, Lauren Goldberg at lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org. 

In January 2010, Columbia Riverkeeper water quality monitoring volunteer John Nelson took this  picture of steelhead in Chenoweth Creek.  Fed-

eral and state scientists identified Chenoweth Creek as important habitat in the Endangered Species Act Mid-Columbia Steelhead Recovery Plan. 

The Columbia River @ The Dalles, OR 

Chenoweth Creek  Proposed Super Walmart 
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Spirit of the River, Hood River  
Each year, CRK holds Spirit of the River events in Astoria and Hood River.  

We celebrate the River’s spirit through storytelling, music, dance, and photography.  

Thank you to all who participated  on April 8th, 2010 in Hood River. 

Photos courtesy of Chuck Williams. 

Thanks for a GREAT event! A special thank you to the following do-

nors, artists, volunteers, and people who helped to make this great 

event for the river happen: Peter Marbach • Scarlet Thistle Bellydance Troup • Ed 

Edmo • Dave Densmore • Alexa Wiley • Richard Tillinghast & Tova Cochrane • Mark 

Dane • Jane Duncombe • Gretchen & Olivia Newcomb • Emily Plummer • Kieran Con-

nolly • Deborah Castorina • Melody Shapiro  • Melanie McCloskey • Dave Berger • Jason 

Seals • Joe Meldrum • Adrianne Zuckerman • Chuck Williams • Mt. Hood Meadows Ski 

Resort • Judith Cunningham • Kathy Eastman • Catherine Butler  



�' iver Currents COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER Newsletter • Spring 2010 

13 • Spring 2010 

KEEPING  W ATER  IN  THE  COLUMBIA  

  The largest water withdrawals from the Columbia River occur in cen-

tral Washington and support the Columbia Basin Project (CBP). A leg-

acy of President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal, the Columbia Basin 

Project includes Grand Coulee Dam and irrigates over 650,000 acres of 

otherwise arid land.  Managed by the federal Bureau of Reclamation, the 

CBP is the Nation’s largest reclamation project. 

  In the last 50 years, Reclamation and the State of Washington launched 

multiple attempts to expand the CBP and increase water withdrawals 

from the Columbia.  

  Expansion efforts have largely failed due to the high costs and environ-

mental impacts of pumping more water from the Columbia. These im-

pacts include habitat loss, increased toxic and sediment discharges from 

irrigated lands, and increasing the exposure of legacy toxic sediments. 

For decades, Teck Cominco, a Canadian smelter, discharged toxic pollu-

tion directly into the Columbia River. Teck Cominco’s pollution accumu-

lated as toxic slag in Lake Roosevelt’s sediment and along its shores. 

Today, the Columbia River’s Lake Roosevelt pool is a designated Super-

fund site. 

  Most recently, Washington passed a law in 2006 which, among other 

things, directed the state’s resource managers to aggressively pursue 

new water diversions. Partnering with Reclamation, the first major effort 

is the Lake Roosevelt Drawdown Project . This Project would sig-

nificantly increase water diversions from the Columbia for irrigators and 

municipalities. The Project also calls for releasing a small portion of wa-

ter through the Grand Coulee Dam to benefit fish downstream. 

  In 2008 CRK partnered with Spokane-based Center for Environmental 

Law & Policy (CELP) and challenged Reclamation’s failure to prepare any 

environmental review on the impacts of taking more water out of the 

Columbia River. After issuing an after-the-fact environmental assess-

ment, CRK and CELP, joined by members of the Spokane and Colville 

tribes, challenged Reclamation’s decision to ignore the cumulative im-

pacts of removing more water from an exhausted resource and failing to 

consider conservation and efficiency measures to increase water avail-

ability.  

  Despite the status of salmon and degraded water quality in Lake Roo-

sevelt and downstream, Reclamation ignored the combined effects of 

committing more Columbia River water to out-of-stream uses.  CRK’s 

lawsuit is currently pending before a federal judge.  

CRK Challenges Fed’s Plans to Significantly Increase Water Diversions 

LEARN MORE BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE AT 

 www.columbiariverkeeper.org  

The Columbia Basin Project covers a large portion of Eastern Washington. 

Grand Coulee Dam 

US Bureau of Reclamation 

US Bureau of Reclamation 
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CRK IN THE CLASSROOM 

Bringing Science to Students in Need 

Spirit of the River Student Art Contest 
  Congratulations to the winners of our Spirit of the 

River Student Art Contest held during the month of 

February in schools throughout the Gorge. 

  CRK partnered with the Columbia Gorge Ecology Insti-

tute’s SECRETS program to present students with a 

unique opportunity to directly participate in our Spirit of the 

River, Hood River event held in April. 

  CRK went into 5th-grade classrooms currently participating in 

the 8-week ecology program and taught students about the wa-

ter cycle and obstacles salmon face along the Columbia. 

  Students were invited to create an art project– a painting, a 

piece of poetry, a photograph, a sculpture, a short story— re-

flecting their expression of the spirit of the river. Each classroom 

selected a winning submission and the winning students were 

recognized at the event.  

  CRK’s Kelly Nokes has been working with students and staff 

at the Klahre House alternative school in Hood River to de-

velop and implement a Watershed Education Curriculum for 

the school’s 30 high school students.  

  The Klahre House is a part of The Next Door Inc., a non-

profit organization that works to provide a safe and caring 

therapeutic environment for young people to build healthy, 

happy lives. Students going through treatment at the Klahre 

House are currently participating in a 6-week watershed cur-

riculum in which they are traveling to various field sites and 

learning about watersheds, salmon, and issues within the Co-

lumbia River watershed.  

  CRK is proud to help bring this important educational con-

tent to students who otherwise would have no science cur-

riculum this year. To learn more about the program, contact 

Kelly at crk@gorge.net.  

Congratulations to the Winners! 
Dorian Lovett  Mr. Chance’s class  • Col. Wright Elementary  

Omayri Cornejo Ms. Ortega’s class  • Col. Wright Elementary  

Steven Noria Ms. Webber’s class  • Pine Grove Elementary  

Alexa Viramontes Ms. Perry’s class  • Westside Elementary  

Ellie Smith Ms. Gehrig’s class  • Westside Elementary  

Madison Wofford Ms. Ligon/Welty’s class  • Westside Elementary  

Oona Johnsen Ms. Jacobsen’s class  • Westside Elementary  

Klahre House students took these pictures while participating in a service-learning 

project at Indian Creek on Earth Day. The students conducted live-stake plantings 

along the creek while learning about healthy riparian ecosystems. 
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THANK YOU SUPPORTERS! 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT Bullitt Foundation • Burning Foundation • Earth Share Oregon • Funding Ex-

change • Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation • Jiji Foundation • Jubitz Foundation• Mitzvah Foundation • Mountaineers 

Foundation • Norcross Foundation •  NW Fund for the Environment •  Rose E. Tucker Foundation •  Spirit Mountain 

Community Fund • State of Washington, Dept of Ecology • Templeton Foundation   

SUPPORTERS (FEBRUARY  2010– APRIL 2010) • Catherine Arp • Field & Jerger LLP • Lori Harrod • 

Cynnthia Hovezak • Cheryl Johnson & Ted Messing • Scott & Elaine Johnson • Richard & Suzanne Piland • Linda & Edward 

Serres • Thane Tienson • Debra K. Twombly • Kori Walsh • A Gypsy’s Whimsy and Vickie McAffee • Ann & Ronald Bald-

win • Barbara Begleries • Roy & Minerva Christison • Scott A Cram • David & Doris Cruickshank & Three Oaks Farm • 

Charlene & Rick Damitio • Marion Fox • Lorrie Haight • Stand & Mary Hart • Bonnie Henderson & Charles Zennache • 

Jack & Georgia Marincovich • Marilyn & Craig Miller • Abigail Pecore • Julie and Christian Smith • Smith & Lowney 

PLCC • Mary Lou Soscia & Duane Mecham • Jonathan Stein & Sharon Bucher • Ann Stephenson •  Daniel Voorheis • 

Marilyn Walster • James & Barbara Wells • David Wichmann • Marty & Diane Zajac • Neilson Abeel • Robert & Kerstin 

Adams • Matt & Julie Anderson • Daniel & Patricia Armstrong • Barg Tom PC • Mary Barilotti • Robert & Claudia Bar-

nes • Charles Beardsley • Dan & Mercedes Belica • Anne & Rene Berblinger • Dave Berger • Dallas & Sharon Boge • 

Bobbi Brice • Catherine Butler • Janice & Duncan Castle • Harriet & Celia Cavalli • Douglas & Brenda Charters • Nancy 

Christie • Frances Coffield • Lisa Cook • Jay Disbrow • Holly Dodson • Deborah & David Donnelly • William & Doris 

Dragich • Ed & Carol Edmo • William Engle • Christy Eugenis & Stan Amy & the Northstar Foundation • Robert Ewing • 

Frans & Mieke Eykel • Joyce & Robert Foster • Kris & Jim Gann • Lorraine Gardner • Gorge Engineering, Inc. • Al Green-

wood • Margaret & Thomas Hacker • Rachel Haymon & Ken Macdonald • John & Suzanne Haynes • Toby-Lyn Heavan • 

David Hupp • McLaren Innes • Chuck Johnson • Kimberly Kaminski •  James Kelter • Robert & Gayle Kiser • Stacey 

Kiser • James & Morley Knoll • Kathleen Korwin • Demtra A Kramer • Harold & Carol Kriesel • Lynn Lamson • William 

Layman & Susan Evans • Kristin Lee & Mike Duley • Heidi Logosz • Lower Columbia Clinic • Linda Maddox • Michael J 

McAvoy • Johanna Metzger • Cheryl Meyers • Jan Mitchell  & Roger Rocka • Charles & Melda Montgomery • Gary Muehl-

berg • Carol Multanen • Carol Newman • Elissa Pfost • Emily Plummer • Douglas & Marilyn Putman • Steven & Nancy 

Rander  • Rebecca & Patrick Rawson • Rebecca Robinson • Emma Rossoff • Jeffrey & Lori Sackett • Bill & Joyce Sauber • 

Mark Schmidt & Janet Warren • Melody Shapiro • Deborah & Tom Thrall • Kathleen Tibbets • Ellen Trichter • Susan Vos-

burg & Paul Sansone • Steve & Carol Wick • Gail & Nicholas Wigen 

CRK would like to sincerely thank all of our volunteers, 

supporters, and donors for their generosity .Your con-

tributions allow us to  continue our work to make the 

Columbia River a cleaner and safer place for all.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

�� onate Today! 

• ONLINE  visit our website @ www.columbiariverkeeper.org + click on Donate Now! 

• VIA MAIL  snail-mail your donation to 724 Oak Street • Hood River, OR 97031 

• VIA PHONE  call Kelly @ 541.387.3030   



724 Oak Street • Hood River, OR 97031 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

541.387.3030  

crk@gorge.net  
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Artist Monica Vaughan presented this watercolor to CRK after 

our Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) victory in April. 


