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THE MISSION OF COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER  

 Our mission is to protect and restore the water quality of the Columbia River 

and all life connected to it, from the headwaters to the Pacific Ocean.   

OUR VISION FOR THE COLUMBIA  

 Columbia Riverkeeper’s vision is to restore a Columbia River Basin with clean, 

clear waters flowing cold from the headwaters to the Pacific Ocean. Our vision 

is for a Columbia with healthy salmon runs that can support traditional harvest 

by Native Americans and non-native fisherman. In our vision, a broad range of 

diverse interests will bring back a Columbia River that parents can let their chil-

dren play in without fear of toxic exposure. The Columbia River we work to 

bring back is bordered by vibrant bands of riparian habitat and home to a rich 

diversity of native fish and wildlife. In short, our vision is for a Columbia River 

Basin that the people of the United States and Canada can be  proud of. 

OUR WORK TO TURN THIS VISION INTO REALITY  

 CRK uses a range of tactics to protect and restore the Columbia including pub-

lic education, legal enforcement, grassroots organizing, legislation and on-the-

river monitoring. Central to these efforts is our work to develop an active and 

coordinated alliance of diverse interests dedicated to making the restoration of 

the Columbia River a regional and national priority.  

To do this, we need the help of proud river supporters like you, so please contact us today!  

www.columbiariverkeeper.org    

541.387.3030  

crk@gorge.net 

724 Oak Street . Hood River, OR 97031 

Foggy Morning by Doug Gorsline. Doug is a Portland-

based photographer committed to supporting environ-

mental advocacy groups with his work. View more of 

his beautiful images at www.ashcreekimages.com. 

�� BOUT THE COVER 

Want to see YOUR photo on the cover? Submit your 

photos of the river to Kelly at crk@gorge.net ! 
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RIVER NOTES 
a message from the Director 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Join us for an evening of music, poetry, dancing, storytelling, and much more! The event will 

feature top NW performing artists as they interpret the Spirit of the River. Featured artists 

include renowned fisherpoet David Densmore with Alexa Wiley, among others! Check out 

our website for more details coming soon!  www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

AVEDA Earth Month 2010  

April  

CRK is proud to partner with AVEDA for 

their annual Earth Month campaign. Salons, 

stylists, and clients across Oregon and SW 

Washington will be fundraising for CRK 

during the month of April. Join us for the 

2nd Annual Walk-for-Clean-Water in down-

town Portland on Sunday, April 25th, 

2010— all proceeds will be donated directly 

to CRK! Watch for more information on 

AVEDA Earth Month activities in your 

area— coming soon to our website 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org! 

TAPPED screening  

Tuesday, March 2nd, 2010  

Columbia Center for the Arts • Hood River  

Reception @ 6:30 PM, Show @ 7:00 PM   

         

CRK is partnering with the Columbia Gorge 

Earth Center to  show the highly acclaimed 

documentary, Tapped. Tapped examines the 

role of the bottled water industry and its’ 

effects on our health, climate change, pollu-

tion, and our reliance on oil. Learn more 

about the movie at 

www.tappedthemovie.com. 

Join us for one of these exciting CRK events! 

  Maybe it’s the limited daylight and long 

days in the office, but I’ve been dreaming 

of summer and spending more time on 

the water.   

  My goal this summer is to swim, boat, 

or fish in the Columbia every chance I 

get. While I’m very aware of the toxics 

in the river and its fish, we’re not going 

to solve the problems by avoiding the 

water. Being on the water motivates me 

to crack down on illegal pollution. Eating 

Columbia River salmon inspires my work 

to protect habitat and to make personal 

choices with clean water in mind.  With-

out enjoying the river, the problems be-

come distant.  

  So use prudence to learn about and 

avoid unsafe areas, but as the days get 

longer and the skies get sunnier, be sure 

to spend some time on the big river.   

  Remember to check out our Adopt-A-

River program  and the unique paddle 

trips CRK leads each summer on the 

Hanford Reach and in the Estuary. And 

thanks for your continued support.   

 

 Spirit  of the River 
Hood River • Thursday, April 8th, 2010 

Spirit of the River, Hood River  

Thursday, April 8th, 2010  

Columbia Center for the Arts • Hood River 

Reception @ 6:00 PM, Performance @ 7:00 PM 

Brett VandenHeuvel, Executive Director 
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NO MERCURY TO HANFORD: MAJOR VICTORY FOR COLUMBIA RIVER!  

DECISION  T IME AT  HANFORD : DOE POISED TO MAKE CRITICAL CHOICES ON   
BURIED, LEAKY TANKS NEAR COLUMBIA RIVER  

  For years, Columbia Riverkeeper has 

insisted on “Clean Up First” at Hanford 

and worked hard to stymie the Depart-

ment of Energy’s (DOE) plans to import 

and store more toxic and radioactive 

waste at Hanford. DOE has chosen a site 

in Andrews, Texas, as its preferred alter-

native, based on the remote location and 

lack of nearby water. The Hanford Site, 

in contrast, is perched on the banks of 

the Columbia River. Last year, DOE in-

cluded Hanford on a list of seven likely 

sites for storing mercury waste. At pub-

lic hearings held in 2009, CRK and many 

concerned citizens explained why the 

banks of the Columbia River is a terrible 

location to store the nation’s mercury 

waste.  “We’re pleased DOE is listening.  

Considering the nuclear waste and toxic 

pollution at Hanford today, making Han-

ford the nation’s mercury dump is unac-

ceptable,” explained CRK Executive Di-

rector Brett VandenHeuvel.   

  The Mercury Export Ban Act of 2008 

requires DOE to designate facilities for 

the long-term management and storage 

of elemental mercury generated within 

the United States.  “Importing more 

waste to Hanford is simply bad judg-

ment. Riverkeeper asked our federal and 

state leaders to keep their eye on the 

ball and focus on cleaning up Hanford, 

not adding more waste. DOE’s an-

nouncement is a strong signal that deci-

sion-makers in D.C. are listening to peo-

ple of the Northwest,” explained Van-

denHeuvel.  
LEARN MORE @ 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org! 

After decades of plutonium production and the creation of radioactive waste from nine reactors, the nuclear legacy of 

the Hanford Site continues to threaten the Columbia River. Staggering amounts of radioactive and chemical waste are 

currently stored in 177 underground tanks at Hanford. Many of these tanks are actively leaking waste into the soil, 

groundwater, and eventually the river. 

The U.S. Department of Energy has created a roadmap—called the Tank Closure and Waste Management Envi-

ronmental Impact Statement —that considers shipping more radioactive waste to the banks of the Columbia River 

and incomplete cleanup of the leaky tanks.  CRK is submitting detailed comments on the EIS and testifying at hearings.  

Our message is simple— To protect the people and salmon of the Columbia River, DOE must:  

1) Clean up all 55-million gallons of buried radioactive and hazardous waste with over 99% retrieval                 

2) Drop the proposal to ship radioactive waste from across the nation to Hanford 

3) Clean up the millions of gallons of nuclear waste already leaked and reaching the Columbia River 

National Public Radio featured CRK’s testimony from Richland, WA . Listen on the CRK website’s “In The News” tab.  

DEMAND  CLEAN  UP FIRST! 

Sludge swirls from an aging fuel canister.  Just a few of the 149  single-shell tanks at Hanford.  Hanford’s White Bluffs , a view from the river. 



THE FIGHT AGAINST LNG 

Proposed site of the Bradwood Landing LNG terminal and current site of a key salmon nursery. 
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  When the Texas-based gas companies 

first decided to try to site a liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) mega-port in the Co-

lumbia River Estuary, they used a sure-

fire rallying cry: “We’re running out of 

gas.”  This alarm was echoed by Ore-

gon’s own NW Natural, who stands to 

make millions by owning the LNG pipe-

line.  At the same time, Bradwood Land-

ing LNG claimed that its project would 

improve salmon habitat in the estuary.   

  Columbia Riverkeeper has used solid 

factual and legal research, as well as ex-

tensive community organizing, to rebut 

these dubious statements and convince 

state and federal agencies to take a 

closer look.  Today, the tide has turned 

as most now acknowledge that the Pa-

cific Northwest does not need foreign-

sourced LNG and the projects will de-

stroy vital salmon nurseries. 

NEED  Before sacrificing our river and 

snaking a 220-mile pipeline across wet-

lands, forests, and farms, shouldn’t we 

conduct an assessment of whether LNG 

is necessary?  Governor Kulongoski, to 

his credit, said yes. Oregon’s 2008 as-

sessment concluded: 1) North American 

gas will meet our needs for the 

“foreseeable future,” and 2) LNG would 

likely “cost substantially more than natu-

ral gas produced in North America.”  A 

recent Oregonian article noted the lack 

of need, quoting a British LNG analyst: "I 

don't see how these projects work or 

where the need is for them. I'm amazed 

at the tenacity of some of these people 

who are still pushing forward." 

IMPACT  ON  SALMON  Bradwood LNG 

claims that its “Salmon Enhancement 

Initiative” will use mitigation to create an 

overall benefit to salmon.  The project, 

however, would destroy a 58-acre swath 

of the river, fill 33 acres of wetlands, and 

suck in 20 to 50 million gallons of ballast 

water, containing countless juvenile 

salmon casualties, per tanker.  How do 

you mitigate this?  You don’t.  The Ore-

gon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

stated, “significant fish habitat will be lost 

and mitigation is not adequate.” The 

project would also harm fishing access.  

WDFW stated that “establishment of 

the docking site will likely close a signifi-

cant portion of one of the most popular 

spring sport fishery locations in the 

lower Columbia.”  Without years of 

rallies, calls, and meetings by engaged 

citizens, our state leaders would not 

have taken such a critical look at LNG.   

  The LNG companies and their partners 

at NW Natural continue to push their 

projects with zeal and big money despite 

the lack of need and the undeniable harm 

to salmon.  Our state leaders have yet to 

send them home.  It’s up to us.  While 

it is not easy to take on these powerful 

corporations, we simply cannot afford to 

sacrifice our salmon runs, or the thou-

sands of jobs that depend on a healthy 

fishery.   

 

9TH  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF APPEALS  

CRK submitted our opening legal brief 
on January 25th  in our challenge of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion’s approval of Bradwood LNG. The 
states of Oregon and Washington and 
the Nez Perce Tribe also filed briefs op-
posing Bradwood.   

LAND  USE BOARD  OF APPEALS (LUBA)  

After our victory in 2008, CRK is back at 
LUBA challenging Clatsop County’s 
approval of Bradwood LNG.  Our court 
date is March 4, 2010 in Salem.   

Read the briefs at 
www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

Legal Update 

EXAMINING NEED + IMPACTS TO SALMON 
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CRK IN THE CLASSROOM 

THE FACES OF CRK 

  On January 14th, 2010 CRK conducted a water quality monitoring training for students 

at Columbia Gorge Community College.  Faculty member and long-time volunteer Jules 

Burton invited CRK into her Environmental Studies class to teach students about the 

Clean Water Act, the Columbia River, and the importance of water quality monitoring.  

Students also learned of current methods used to monitor water quality and even got to 

try it out for themselves. 

  The students are quickly putting their new skills to work and have adopted Indian 

Creek, located behind the college’s Indian Creek Campus in Hood River. Students are 

monitoring the creek for temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, conductivity, turbidity, and 

E. coli.  To learn more about CRK’s Water Quality Monitoring Program, visit our website 

or contact lorri@columbiariverkeeper.org for more details.  

  My interest in rivers stems back to my 

roots in Tennessee.  As a kid, I spent 

endless hours hiking and swimming in 

the warm streams of the southeastern 

U.S.  Even in my undergraduate days, my 

love for water influenced my academic 

study, and in 2005, I enrolled in a river 

ecology graduate program at the Univer-

sity of Montana. I conducted research at 

a remote biostation on the Kol River on 

Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula to study 

the effects of marine-derived salmon 

nutrients on the riparian forest.  I spent 

4 months collecting soil, studying bugs, 

counting dead salmon, and trying out 

unique methods to collect leaf samples 

from the tops of trees, all while dodging 

grizzlies and mosquitoes (who were do-

ing a bit of sampling of their own). 

  The Kol is a wild, beautiful and pristine 

river, and I felt privileged to be there.   

Having the biggest fish of my life on my 

fly line and practically being dragged into 

the river will not soon be forgotten; nei-

ther will watching our dogs chase off 

grizzly bears or finding  often humorous 

ways to communicate across a language 

barrier. I loved it and agreed to return 

the following year. 

  Our research on the Kol helped to 

establish it as a pro-

tected area, and I am 

hopeful that it will stay 

as pristine and wild as I 

knew it to be.  For me, 

seeing a relatively small 

river literally swarming 

with salmon was life 

changing.  Every year 

the Kol receives 5-10 million salmon of 

all six species: Chinook, Coho, Chum, 

Pink, Sockeye, and the Cherry salmon 

that is only found in Asia.  It reminded 

me of the stories I heard of the Colum-

bia where you felt as if you could “walk 

across the backs of the salmon”.  They 

were everywhere! Studying and living on 

a river with its floodplain completely 

intact and functioning in its natural state 

has given me great perspective on our 

salmon rivers here in the Pacific North-

west.  I have seen what a functioning 

salmon river can be, and I am inspired to 

bring that knowledge home to help re-

store rivers in the Columbia Basin.  

Meet Lorri Eberle, CRK’s Water Quality Director 

CGCC student utilizing the Winkler Titration 

Method to measure dissolved oxygen. 

Lorri Eberle 

A young and  curious  Grizzly. 

Cherry Salmon found only in Asia. 

To share fish stories,          

contact Lorri • 

lorri@columbiariverkeeper.org  
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THANK YOU SUPPORTERS! 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT Burning Foundation • Earth Share Oregon • Funding Exchange • Jiji Foundation • Jubitz Foundation• Mitzvah Foundation • 

Mountaineers Foundation • Norcross Foundation •  NW Fund for the Environment •  Rose E. Tucker Foundation •  State of Washington, Dept of Ecology • 

Templeton Foundation  SUPPORTERS (N OVEMBER  2009– JANUARY  2010) A Gypsy's Whimsy and Vicki McAfee • Abigail  Pecore• Agnes Lut and Rich-

ard Jones• Al Greenwood • Alan C. Hershman • Alan Shusterman • Alison McDonald• Allen  Saye • Andrea  Flint • Andrew  Park • Ann & Ronald Baldwin • 

Ann Bradford • Ann Kloka and Daniel Eggleston • Anne & Rene Berblinger • Anne Phillips • Annie  Oliver • Arthur  Johnson • Astor ia's Uppertown Construc-

tion LLC • Barbara J Begleries • Betsy Ayres • Betty & Chester Flick • Big Winds Hood River • Bill & Joyce Sauber • Bobbi Brice • Bonnie & Phil Breazile • Brian 

McGeer • Carol  Newman • Carol Carver and George Exum • Carol Multanen • Carolyn Zimmerman Larson • Cathryn & Samuel Giese • Charles Hamar • 

Charles Law • Cheryl  Johnson and Ted  Messing • Chris & Peggy Toole • Chris Fox • Chris Holmes and Judy Vandermaten • Christian and Erika Bock • Chris-

tina Andreae • Chuck Johnson • Claire Poulin-Roberson • Clarence and Hazel Demase • Clyde Nakayama • Corinn Castro and Mark  Fischer • Cynthia  

Caster • Daniel & Patricia Armstrong • Daniel Sager and Julie Belmore • Darrel Brady • Dave and Ann Bronson • David and Bonnie Shannon • David Butler • 

Dean and Barbara Wilson • Deborah and David Donnelly • Deborah Johnson • Deborah and Tom Thrall • Demetra A Kramer • Dooney Ranch • Dog River 

Coffee + Nate DeVol • Douglas & Marilyn Putman • Douglas and Brenda Charters • Dr. Art Hauge • Edward & Sharon Schrock • Elizabeth  English • Elizabeth  

Hogan and Thomas W Judd • Elizabeth and Stephen Arch • Elizabeth Rossknecht • Emily Goodwin • Frances O Coffield • Frank and Lynne Bocarde • Frank 

Batten , Jr. • Frans and Mieke Eykel • Gabriella Herkert • Glenda and Matthew Ryan • Gloria  Krantz • Gregg and Paula Carlson • Hanna, McEldowney & Asso-

ciates • Harold  Cox • Harold and Carol Kriesel • Harriette Maranze and Stuart Levy • Harry Geil • Heather Henderson • Helen Hanna • Herman Migliore • 

Holly Dodson • Ilsa Perse • Jack & Georgia Marincovich • Jacqueline Branch• James  Kelly • James Paul Brown • Jan & Terry Howell• Jan Mitchell and Roger 

Rocka • Janice Snyder • Jeff and Sherrill Bollen • Jessie  Jones • Jim and Judith Emerson• Joe  Oakes • Johanna  Metzger• John  Orr • John & Polly Wood• John 

and Diana Schmidt • John Crabbe • John Whittlesey • Johnna Wells • Jolene & Harold Kuehne • Joseph and Victoria Kelsey • Joyce  Follingstad • Joyce and 

Robert Foster • Judith Barbuto • Julie  Omelchuck and Jeff  Wright • Kate  Young • Kate and Jack Mills • Kathleen  Tibbets • Kathleen and Barry Jones• Kath-

leen Sheridan • Kelly Kiser • Kenneth W Barker • Kevin Murphy • Kim A Thomas and John C Morrison • Kim Kaminski • Kris and Jim Gann • Kristin P Lee and 

Mike Duley • Landye, Bennett & Blumstein LLP  • Larry  Shadbolt • Larry and Jill Stryker • Laura  Snyder • Laurent  Picard• Lee and Joanne Sayles • Lee Ann 

Gekas • Linda and Dave McKeel • Liz  Johnson • Lori  Durheim • Lower Columbia Clinic • Lucile Brook • Lynda and Joseph Sacamano • Lynn  Weyand and Art  

Dickinson • Madeleine Wolfe • Marc DiNardo • Margot and Paul Visher • Maria and Paul Kollas • Marilyn & Craig Miller • Mark Davis • Marshall C Goldberg 

and Marjorie S Abramovitz • Martha & Allen Neuringer • Mary  Sahm • Mary Lou Daily • Mary Lou Soscia and Duane Mecham • Mary Lynn Duvall • Matt  

Burke and Jill  Fuglister • McLaren  Innes • Melanie & Jesse Schaures • Melissa  Yowell • Michael J McAvoy • Michael Mullett and Patricia March • Mike & Jane 

Rees • Mike and Katherine Leon • Nancy Christie • Nicole Howell • Norma Huxtable • Patricia  Sims • Patrick Short • Patsy Huson • Peter Bray • Phil  Gold-

smith and Susan  Newman • Rachel Haymon and Ken Macdonald• Rebecca Robinson • Richard  Durheim • Richard  Peters • Richard and Jeanne Roy • Richard 

F Till • Robert  Reid • Robert and Claudia Barnes • Robert and Gayle Kiser • Robert and Kerstin Adams • Robert Ewing • Ron  Maxted • Roy & Minerva 

Christison • Ruth  Blackburn• Sam & Nancy Sweeney • Sandra and Robert Davis • Sarah Kriesel-Hall • Scott A Cram • Scott Fraser • Sha Spady• Sharon  Am-

ber • Stacey Kiser • Stana McKitrick • Steve  Dragich• Steve & Carol Wick • Steven  Gates and Virginia  Irving • Steven  Woolpert • Steven and Nancy 

Rander • StormwateRx, LLC • Susan Baker• Susan Vosburg and Paul Sansone• Susan& Joe Spaulding • Teresa Epstein• Timothy  Murphy and Allison  LaPlante • 

Tom  Hartland • Ueli  Stadler • Vance Fraser • Vicky Stifter • Virginia Butler • Vonda and Leonard Brock • Wes  Lapp • Will Bloch and Dell Rhodes • William  

Morton • William & Barbara Dunlap • William and Doris Dragich • William D Layman and Susan E Evans• William Metz• Winterbrook Planning 

CRK would like to sincerely thank all of our volunteers, supporters, 

and donors for their generosity as we bring in the new year.         

Your contributions allow us to  continue our work to make the   

Columbia River a cleaner and safer place for all.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

�� onate Today! 

• ONLINE  visit our website @ www.columbiariverkeeper.org + click on Donate Now! 

• VIA MAIL  snail-mail your donation to 724 Oak Street • Hood River, OR 97031 

• VIA PHONE  call Kelly @ 541.387.3030  (M-F 9am– 5pm) 
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724 Oak Street • Hood River, OR 97031 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

541.387.3030  

crk@gorge.net  
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