Bacteria Monitoring with CRK

Background Information:

Escherichia coli is a rod-shaped bacteria (belonging to a group of bacteria known
as fecal coliform bacteria) which lives in the lower intestines of warm-blooded mammals
and is necessary for the proper digestion of food. The presence of E. coli is well
correlated with the presence of many waterborne microorganisms and pathogens which
can cause diseases such as gastroenteritis, dysentery, typhoid fever, and cholera.
Large amounts of E. coli found in surface water can be used as an indicator of fecal

contamination from warm-blooded animals.

E. coli itself cannot cause illness unless it is introduced into an open wound or the urinary tract.
Certain strains, such as the infamous E. coli 0157:H7, can be toxigenic, meaning they create a toxic by-
product which can harm humans. These strains are generally found in poorly prepared food and can be
fatal to children and seniors.
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#$ % ! & ! !
" % ! ! % $
& " &
% " (" | $
) " % %
(% & $* ( (
| $
$ + & $
$ , ! - &
. g s ("
(" &



I$0 ( &
"8 !
% " 2

% $

% & %

33 !

" ! "

48 ("

% $ 5

"& '5
! !

" $6

$*

P

"%

$6
no%xn ($

<$
("

9 "

$+
$ &
"%
(!
& &

°7/8%

09$

%

$6

% (($

&(



