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Darold Dietz 
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Sent via email to: bob.bagaason@portoflongview.com; d.averett@portoflongview.com; 
darold.dietz@portoflongview.com; wilsonjjtt@msn.com 

Dear Port of Longview Commissioners, 

Columbia Riverkeeper recently acquired new information about Transmessis Columbia 
Plateau’s financial and environmental problems. As you may know, the principals of Waterside 
Energy and its subsidiaries—Lou Soumas, Damon Pistulka, and Christopher Efird—were also 
officers, agents, or part owners of Transmessis Columbia Plateau. Before entering into any 
agreements with Waterside Energy, the Port Commission should publicly investigate 
Waterside Energy’s principals’ participation in Transmessis Columbia Plateau.         

The enclosed documents describe Transmessis Columbia Plateau’s messy end.  
According to the Washington Department of Ecology, “Transmessis fired all of the employees 
and abandoned [its bio–diesel facility in] June 2014. Transmessis abandoned various 
chemicals in buckets, drums, totes, supersacks, tanks inside and outside of the building and 
also laboratory chemicals inside of the building.” Leaking and improperly stored chemicals 
required emergency clean-up by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Transmessis also 
stopped paying taxes, rent, and bills to local companies at the same time.   

If Waterside Energy’s ventures fail due to changes in the volatile energy market, history 
suggests that Longview businesses, property owners, taxpayers, or the Port itself could be left 
with the bill, and the mess. 

Sincerely, 

Miles Johnson 
Attorney, Columbia Riverkeeper 

http://www.columbiariverkeeper.org/
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1. Transmessis abandoned chemical wastes in leaking containers, requiring

Enclosures: 

1. Emails from the Washington Department of Ecology to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency describing the condition of Transmessis’ facility.

2. Memo by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency describing emergency
response and clean-up of Transmessis’ facility.

3. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency photographs of Transmessis’ facility.

emergency response and clean-up.
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Sibley, Michael

From: Fowlow, Jeffrey
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 10:58 PM
To: Sibley, Michael
Subject: FW: Abandoned Biodiesel Plant-Odessa, WA 3/10/15

From: French, Gerald (ECY) [mailto:GEFR461@ECY.WA.GOV]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 3:27 PM 
To: French, Gerald (ECY); Liverman, Earl 
Cc: Fowlow, Jeffrey; Weigel, Greg 
Subject: RE: Abandoned Biodiesel Plant‐Odessa, WA 3/10/15 

I need to include some other information about the three tanks located outside and west of the building.  I obtained this 
information from   by phone on 3/6/2015.    was the     who was fired along 
with other employees in June 2015.  You should see the tanks in the 3/3/15 PhotoLog I had sent to you.  The following 
information is what   knows of what were in the tank as of June 2015.  We don’t know if Transmessis removed any of 
the chemicals from these three tanks after June 2015. 

North Tank‐Holds @ 3‐10,000 gallons methanol 
Middle Tank‐Holds glycerin.  (Note that during the 3/3/15 inspection I observed the float guage to be @ 6 foot full)  
South Tank‐Holds @ 3,000‐5,000 gallons methylate   

From: French, Gerald (ECY)  
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 2:23 PM 
To: Liverman, Earl 
Cc: 'Fowlow.jeffrey@Epamail.epa.gov'; 'Weigel.greg@Epamail.epa.gov' 
Subject: Abandoned Biodiesel Plant-Odessa, WA 3/10/15 

Earl, 

Today I inspected the biodiesel facility located at 206 West Railroad, Odessa, WA.   Serious issues with chemical waste 
management were observed inside the facility.  Stacey Rasmussen from the Odessa Public Development Authority 
(OPDA) was present during the inspection.  Ms. Rasmussen had keys to the building and allowed Ecology to inspect 
inside of the building.   Ms. Rasmussen repeated many times that she has no knowledge or technical expertise of 
chemistry and hazardous material handling.  She said that the OPDA has funds of @ several thousand dollars and cannot 
afford to hire a contractor to properly handle the chemical wastes.  I advised Ms. Rasmussen to have the local fire 
marshall in Lincoln County conduct a fire code inspection of the facility. 

The building and property is owned by OPDA.  The operator is known as Transmessis Columbia Plateau LLC.  Transmessis 
fired all of the employees and abandoned the building @ June 2014.  Transmessis abandoned various chemicals in 
buckets, drums, totes, supersacks, tanks inside and outside of the building and also laboratory chemicals inside of the 
building.   

Problems found inside of the building: 

 Tote of 30% citric acid and 50% sodium hydroxide stored next to each other.  Valves on both totes are
corroded and leaking.  White salts formed on floor near the two leaking totes.

(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
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 Sulfuric acid leaking from a tote in middle of facility.  Valve on bottom of tote is crusted with salts and leaking
into kitty litter.  Pool of liquid material flowing from leaking tote next to a storage tank.  Base of tank is
beginning to corrode.  Contents of tank are unknown.

 Valves on storage tanks holding unknown liquids are corroding.  Drip leaks from valves onto concrete
floor.  Crystals formed around the valves.

 Blue paint is blistered and peeling from certain tanks or columns.  These tanks might be holding
methanol.  Methanol potentially eroding away gaskets and flanges causing leakage and blistered and peeled
paint.  Leaking onto concrete floor and flowing south.

 Liquids leaking from various tanks and valves  flowing to south wall and footing.  Insulation on walls near floor
and footing are deteriorating.

 One 55‐gallon drum marked as holding ETHANOX labeled as Class 3, Class 8 and Marine Pollutant. Located on
west end of building.

 Three 55‐gallon drums labeled as Class 8.  Located on west end of building.

 One jug marked as holding 2 propanol.  Located on west end of building.

 Two cabinets holding 1 quart sized bottles of biodiesel samples.  Most of bottles marked with a June 2014
date or later.  One bottle marked with a 10‐9‐14 date.

 Three totes side by side were open.  One tote appeared to be holding orange colored micro‐sized plastic
beads contaminated with methylate.  Beads used to polish the biodiesel and remove contaminants.  Other
two totes appeared to be holding fatty acids.

 23 totes holding unknown brown colored materials.  Ms. Rasmussen said that the totes hold soap stock and
some sort of contaminated vegetable oil.  Each tote is labeled as Class 3 and Class 8 and marked as UN1289.

 Supersack containers were open.  Number of supersacks not determined but between 5‐10.  Appeared to be
holding orange colored micro‐sized plastic beads contaminated with methylate.  Liquids were leaking from the
sacks onto the floor.

 Two of what appeared to be stainless steel pressure tanks had white crystals leaking from it.  Might be
methylate liquid that had crystallized when exposed to air.

 Paper sacks marked as lime setting on pallet.  Some sacks ripped open and had hydrated into a yellow crust.

 Laboratory room‐Jugs and bottles marked as holding hydrochloric acid and potassium hydroxide and sodium
hydroxide stored  next to each other inside of flammable cabinet.  Heptane and methanol also stored in
cabinet.  Some of the jugs and bottles have shelf life dates of March and April 2015.

 Laboratory room‐A flame hood looked to have had a test experiment in process when the plant shut
down.  Erlenmeyer flask on a stirrer holding unknown liquid under hood.  White crystals on flask.  Calendar on
wall shows June 2014 which appears to the time when the lab was last used.

 Under the flame hood various solvents in bottles, metal cans  and jugs are stored.  Chloroform and acetone
marked on some of the containers.

 All of the tanks that held biodiesel appeared to be empty.  Appears that Transmessis sold the biodiesel
product but abandoned the chemicals.

I had previously sent a e‐mail dated March 4, 2015 that described problems outside of the building.  Other problems 
observed on March 10, 2015 outside of the building: 

 The end of a 4‐6 inch diameter pipe and valve leading out of one tank marked as “Sodium Methoxide Inbound”
had white crystals formed around it.  A smaller 1 inch diameter pipe had white crystal formed around it.

Please contact me if you have any questions or need further clarification.  

I will need to contact Ms. Rasmussen from OPDA to coordinate a time and day to have her open the facility to allow EPA 
Emergency Response inspect the facility.  Let me know at your earliest convenience of when you plan to inspect the 206 
West Railroad facility in Odessa, WA.    

Jerry French 
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Department of Ecology, Eastern Regional Office 
Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program 
4601 North Monroe Street 
Spokane, WA  99205-1295 
(509) 329-3489
gefr461@ecy.wa.gov
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UNITED STATES ENVI ONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 beth Avenue, Suite 900 
Sea le, WA 98101-3140 

OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Action Memorandum for e Odessa Biodiesel Emergency Response Site, Odessa, 
Lincoln, Washington 

FROM: 

THRU: 

TO: 

Michael Sibley II, On-Seen Coordinator ~ 5/JB/JS 

Calvin J. Terada, Manager 
Emergency Response Unit 

Chris D. Field, Manager 
Emergency Management Pr gram 

qjtf/,r 

'I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Action Memorandum i to document the decision to initiate the emergency response 
action described herein for the Odessa Bio iesel Emergency Response Site (the "Site") which is located 
at 206 W. Railroad Street, Odessa, Lincoln County, Washington. 

This action meets the criteria for initiating removal action under the National Contingency Plan (NCP), 
40 C.F.R. '§ 300.415. 

II. SITE CONDITIONS AND BAC 

EPA ID No. is WAN001001366 SITE ID: lONV 

A. Site Description 

1. Removal Site Evaluati n 
Transmessis Columbia lateau, LLC (Transmessis) ran a biodiesel production facility 
on the property from N vember 2013 until June 2014, when it was abruptly shut 
down and all employee terminated. The property is owned by Odessa Public 
Development Authority (ODPA) who had also previously leased the facility to Inland 
Empire Oilseed for bio esel production. 

EPA, START and ERR assessed the Site on March 12, 2015, following an initial 
assessment performed b Washington Department of Ecology. (See Section C for 
more details). 

2. Physical Location 
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The Site is located at 206 W Railroad Street in Odessa, WA. The precise location is 
47.33414 North Latitude; 118.69531 West Longitude. The Site encompasses 
approximately 4 acres and consists of a large facility building and exterior tanks. The 
Site is in an industrial area, but commercial and residential areas are nearby (<lOOOft). 
Crab Creek, a minor tributary of the Columbia River, is located to the south and west 
of the site. There are approximately 900 residents in Odessa, and the majority live less 
than a mile from the Site. Outside of the town the primary land use is agricultural. 

3. Site Characteristics 

Transmessis ran a biodiesel production facility on the Site from November 2013 until 
June 2014, when it was abruptly shut down and all employees terminated. The Site is 
owned by ODP A, who had also previously leased the facility to Inland Empire 
Oilseed for biodiesel production. Chemicals used in biodiesel production were 
abandoned on the property are a driving factor in responding at the Site. This is the 
first removal action to take place at this property. 

4. Release or threatened release into the environment of a hazardous substance, or 
pollutant or contaminant 

A variety of known and unknown chemicals from different hazard categories were 
discovered on site through generator knowledge and hazard categorization. These 
categories include, but are not limited to, the following: Ignitable (methanol, sodium 
methoxide); Corrosives (sulfuric acid, sodium hydroxide); and Toxics (Ethanox). 
These substances are potential hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants as 
defined by Sections 101(14) and 101(33) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14) and (33). The 
presence of large quantities of various process chemicals, hazardous materials and 
waste that had been abandoned on the Site presented a threat of release to the air, and 
fire/explosion through reaction of incompatible chemicals and/or improperly stored 
and leaking totes. Large volume tanks could fail, releasing their contents. An organic 
vapor release or vapors/smoke from a fire or explosion could threaten the nearby 
population. Trespassers or ODP A employees and guests could come into direct contact 
with chemicals in the facility being exposed to organic and/or toxic vapors, corrosives, 
and ignitable/flammable materials. Exterior chemical containers could contaminate 
soils and surface water due to corroding and open containers. 

The conditions at the facility met the factors as outlined in Section B, which indicate 
that the Site was a threat to the public health or welfare or the environment, and a 
removal action was appropriate under§ 300.415(b)(2) of the NCP. 

5. NPL Status 

The site is not listed on the NPL, nor has it been proposed for listing. 

6. Maps, pictures, and other graphic representations 
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Figure l, depicts the Sit location and Figure 2 depicts the main building at the Site. 

B. Other Actions to Date 

1. Previous Actions 

Upon receiving a notific tion from the Washington State Department of Ecology 
regarding the condition f the site, a Removal Site Evaluation was conducted by EPA 
on March 12, 2015. Re esentatives of the Washington Department of Ecology, the 
local police, and fire dep ent personnel were also present during the assessment. 
The results of the initial reliminary assessment found: 
• Leaking tanks and to es; 
• Unsecured/open che ical containers; 
• Many large process s needing further evaluation; 
• Tanks and totes unse ured and open outdoors; 
• 15,000 gallon meth ol tank; 
• 7 ,000 gallon glyceri 
• 7 55 gallon drums; 
• 50 250 gallon totes. 

2. Current actions 

Given the nature of unse ured chemical containers, totes, and tanks found during the 
March 12, 2015 Remov Site Evaluation, OSC Sibley and EPA contractors obtained 
access to the property mobilized to the Site to analyze, contain, and stabilize 
hundreds of chemical to es, sacks, carboys, jerri-cans bins, and other containers on 
the property. Once the secured containers were stabilized or chemical bulked, the 
waste products were the safely packed and transported them for proper treatment or 
disposal. 

C. State and Local Authorities' Roi 

1. State and local actions 

On March 4, 2015, Mr. erry French, of the Washington Department of Ecology 
Hazardous Waste & To ics Reduction Program, conducted a visual inspection of the 
exterior of the property. Mr. French was informed by ODPA that Transmessis had 
removed all chemicals om the Site. During the inspection, many issues were noted 
that indicated this was n t the case. Several 55 gallon drums were discovered in 
various states of integri . Some of the drums were open and several had labels 
indicating hazardous co tents. Three large above ground storage tanks (ASTs), 
approximately 10,000 g Hons each, were located in a concrete containment area that 
contained an apparent · x of chemicals and rainwater. Gauges on the side of the 
tanks indicated at least e of the tanks had contents. Mr. French was also able to 
observe, through windo s in doors, chemical containers inside the building. 
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Mr. French obtained access and performed an inspection of the interior of the 
building on March 10, 2015 with representatives from ODP A. He found many issues 
regarding improperly stored chemicals and wastes. Several tanks were found to be 
leaking and in general poor condition. Corrosion and crystals were noted on several 
tanks. Several leaks were noted under and around the tanks, impacting the concrete. 
A large number of totes containing contaminated beads were discovered as well as 
totes containing large quantities of fatty acids. Several classes of chemicals were 
discovered as well as incompatibles stored adjacent to each other. Several other large 
process tanks were present in the building and difficult to assess at that time. 

2. Potential for continued State/local response 

Given the overwhelming number of unsecured containers and improperly stored 
chemicals, the local fire department, ODPA, and Washington State of Ecology did 
not have the capabilities or resources to assess, contain, and dispose of the chemicals 
in a proper manner. The local and State responder's lack of capacity and capability 
and the immediate risk to human health and the environment from the unsecured 
chemicals caused EPA to consider this situation to be an emergency, requiring 
immediate attention by an OSC and EPA contractors. 

III. THREATS TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT, AND 
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY AUTHORITIES 

The current conditions at this Site met the following factors which indicate that the Site is a threat to the 
public health or welfare or the environment, and a removal action is appropriate under Section 
300.415(b)(2) of the NCP. Any or all of these factors may be present at a site, and any one of these factors 
may determine the appropriateness of a removal action. 

1. Actual or potential exposure to nearby human populations, animals, or the food chain from 
hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants. (300.415(b)(2)(i)) 

2. Hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants in drums, barrels, tanks, or other bulk 
storage containers, that may pose a threat of release. (300.415(b)(2)(iii)) 

3. Threat of fire or explosion. (300.415(b)(2)(vi)) 
4. The availability of other appropriate federal or state response mechanisms to respond to the 

release. (300.415(b)(2)(vii)) 

The presence of large quantities of various process chemicals, hazardous materials and waste that had 
been abandoned on the Site presented a threat of release to the air, and fire/explosion through reaction of 
incompatible chemicals and/or improperly stored and leaking totes. Large volume tanks could fail, 
releasing their contents. An organic vapor release or vapors/smoke from a fire or explosion could 
threaten the nearby population. Trespassers or ODPA employees and guests could have come into direct 
contact with chemicals at the Site and been exposed to organic and/or toxic vapors, corrosives, and 
ignitable/flammable materials. Exterior chemical containers could contaminate soils and surface water 
due to corroding and open containers. 
The conditions at the Site met the factors as outlined in Section B, which indicate that the Site is a threat 
to the public health or welfare or the environment, and a removal action was appropriate under 
§300.415(b)(2) of the NCP. 
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IV. ENDANGERMENT DETERM 

Actual or threatened releases of hazardous ubstances and/or pollutants and contaminants from this Site, 
if not addressed by implementing the respo e action selected in this Action Memorandum, may present 
an imminent and substantial endangerment o public health, or welfare, or the environment. 

V. PROPOSED ACTIONS AND ES IMATED COSTS 

A. Proposed Action 

1. Proposed Action Descriptio 

EPA directed the Supe d Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) 
contractors and the Emerg ncy and Rapid Response Services (ERRS) contractors to 
complete a chemical inve tory and assessment, hazard categorization activities, and 
segregate and consolidate e chemicals into waste streams. Once the segregation and 
consolidation was complete , the various waste products were loading into tanker trucks 
and/or packaged for transpo to various chemical waste disposal facilities, as appropriate. 
EPA did not implement an post-removal site control measures, such as maintenance of 
fences or signage, because 1 hazardous wastes and substances will be removed from the 
Site. 

2. Contribution to remedial p 

The Site is not listed nor pr posed for the NPL. The proposed response action is a time
critical action to remove h ardous substances at the Site. The proposed interim action 
will not impede any future moval or remedial action based upon available information. 

3. Description of alternative t 

There are no viable altemat ve technologies that have been identified for the Site. 
Removal of waste and soil · a standard technology for container sites. 

4. Engineering Evaluation/Co t Analysis (EE/CA) 

This proposed action is an mergency and time-critical removal action, and an EE/CA 
therefore is not required. 

S. Applicable or relevant and ppropriate requirements (ARARs) 

State Regulations 

Under CERCLA, State of Was "ngton cleanup standards, standards of control, and other 
substantive environmental protect on requirements, criteria, or limitations promulgated by the 
State of Washington are potential Rs. Determination of whether these State of Washington 
standards, requirements, criteria, d limitations become ARARs is conducted using the eligibility 
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criteria set forth in Section 121 of CERCLA (i.e., the requirements are promulgated, legally 
enforceable, generally applicable, more stringent than federal requirements, and identified in a 
timely manner). MTCA sets forth various ways to determine the numeric values for ARARs (i.e., 
cleanup levels) for surface water, groundwater, and soil. This includes using tables with cleanup 
standards for individual contaminants [WAC 173-340-704] and methods for addressing multiple 
contaminants and pathways [WAC 173-340-705, -706, and -708]. 

Potential Chemical-Specific ARARs 

Washington State Model Toxics Control Act [RCW 70.lOSD; WAC 173-340]. MTCA, 
including WAC 173-340-740 (unrestricted land use soil cleanup standards), -:-745 (industrial 
cleanup standards), and -7490 through -7494 (terrestrial ecological evaluation), is a potential 
ARAR under CERCLA, and is likely applicable to soils across the Site under state law. 

Potential Action-Specific ARARs 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (42 USC§ 6901], Subtitle C - Hazardous Waste 
Management [40 CFR Parts 260 to 279]. Federal hazardous waste regulations specify hazardous 
waste identification, management, and disposal requirements. For the management of RCRA 
hazardous wastes that are not Bevill-exempt, applicability of Subtitle C provisions depend on 
whether the wastes are managed within an Area of Contamination (AOC). 55 FR 8760 (Mar. 8, 
1990). ARARs of RCRA Subtitle C (or the state equivalent) may be satisfied by off-site disposal, 
consistent with the Off-Site Rule, 40 CFR 300.440. RCRA Subtitle C also provides treatment 
standards for debris contaminated with hazardous waste ("hazardous debris"), 40 CFR 268.45, 
although the lead agency may determine that such debris is no longer hazardous, consistent with 
40 CFR 261.3(f)(2), or equivalent state regulations. Where Washington has an authorized state 
hazardous waste program (RCW 70.105; Chapter 173-303 WAC), it applies in lieu of the federal 
program. Subtitle C is potentially applicable at the Site. 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (42 USC§ 6901], Subtitle D-Managing Municipal 
and Solid Waste (40 CFR Parts 257 and 258]. Subtitle D ofRCRA establishes a framework for 
controlling the management of non-hazardous solid waste. Subtitle D is potentially applicable to 
solid· waste generation and management at the Site. 

Washington State Hazardous Waste Management Act and Dangerous Waste Regulations 
[RCW 70.105; Chapter 173-303 WAC]. Washington State Dangerous Waste regulations govern 
the handling and disposal of dangerous waste, including identification, accumulation, storage, 
transport, treatment, and disposal. The Dangerous Waste regulations are potentially applicable to 
generating, handling, and managing dangerous waste at the Site, and could be potentially relevant 
and appropriate even if dangerous wastes are not managed during remediation. 
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Washington State Solid Waste H ndling Standards [RCW 70.95; Chapter 173-350 WAC]. 
Washington State Solid Waste Han ling Standards apply to facilities and activities that manage 
solid waste. The regulations set mi imum functional performance standards for proper handling 
and disposal of solid waste, describ responsibilities of various entities, and stipulate requirements 
for solid waste handling facility cation, design, construction, operation, and closure. This 
regulation is also potentially applic ble or relevant and appropriate for management of excavated 
soil or debris that will be generated uring the Site cleanup. 

Washington Clean Air Act and mplementing Regulations [WAC 173-400-040(8)]. This 
regulation is potentially relevant (l appropriate to response actions at the Site. It requires the 
owner or operator of a source of itive dust to take reasonable precautions to prevent fugitive 
dust from becoming airborne and to maintain and operate the source to minimize emissions. 

General Regulations for Air Pol tion Sources - Washington State [RCW 70.94; Chapter 
173-400 WAC]. The purpose f these regulations is to establish technically feasible and 
reasonably attainable standards, an to establish rules generally applicable to the control and/or 
prevention of the emission of air co taminants. Depending on the response action selected, these 
regulations are potentially applica le to the Site (e.g., generation of fugitive dust during soil 
excavation). 

6. Project Schedule 

Project began on March 17, 2015, and was ompleted on March 27, 2015. 

B. Estimated Costs 

$338,000 
$0 
$67,600 
$405,600 

VI. EXPECTED CHANGE IN THE ITUATION SHOULD ACTION BE DELAYED OR 
NOT TAKEN 

If the proposed removal action should be delayed or not taken: hazardous substances will remain as 
potential human health and ecological thre ts; and hazardous substances will remain a continuing source 
of solid and dissolved-phase contaminants. 

A delay in action or no action at this Site ould increase the actual or potential threats to the public 
health and/or the environment. 
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VII. OUTSTANDING POLICY ISSUES 

None. 

VIII. ENFORCEMENT 

See the attached "Confidential Enforcement Addendum" for enforcement details. 

IX. RECOMMENDATION 

This decision document represents the selected removal action for the Odessa Biodiesel Site, 206 West 
Railroad Street, Odessa, Washington, in Lincoln County, developed in accordance with CERCLA and not 
inconsistent with the NCP. This decision is based on the administrative record for the Site. 

Conditions at the Odessa Biodiesel Site meet the NCP Section 300.41 S(b )(2) criteria for a removal and I 
recommend your approval of the proposed removal action. The total project ceiling if approved will be 
$405,600. All of this amount will be funded from the Regional Removal Allowance. 

X. APPROVAL I DISAPPROVAL 

APPROVAL: 

Chris D. Field, Manager 
Emergency Management Unit 

DISAPPROVAL: 

Chris D. Field, Manager 
Emergency Management Unit 

Odessa Biodiesel Site Action Memo 

Datd 

Date 
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Leaking process equipment
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2. Wolfkill Feed and Fertilizer sued Transmessis for failing to      

Enclosures: 

1. Declaration of Merritt Wolfkill and Exhibit B in Wolfkill Feed and Fertilizer
Corporation v. Transmessis Columbia Plateau, LLC, et al.

2. Declaration of Service of Complaint and Summons on Lou Soumas in Wolfkill
Feed and Fertilizer Corporation v. Transmessis Columbia Plateau, LLC, et al.
(September 15, 2015).

pay for $1.58 million dollars’ worth of canola seed.
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3. The Washington State Department of Revenue filed a warrant against 

Enclosures: 

1. Washington State Department of Revenue Warrant No. 187677A for Unpaid
Taxes.

Transmessis for unpaid taxes.
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4. According to the ODPA, Transmessis failed to pay rent due on fire  

Enclosures: 

1. Invoice from Poland & Sons, LLC to Transmessis.

2. Odessa Daily Record article identifying past-due rent on fire suppression
equipment.

protection equipment.
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Poland & Sons, LLC. 

525 W. Grand Ronde 
Kennewick, WA 99336 
509.586.2158 Fax 509.585.0244 INVOICE NO: RPS0714-01LC 

DATE: December 29, 2015 

To: Ship To: 

Transmessis LLC Transmessis LLC 
106 W.  Railroad Ave. 106 W. Railroad Ave. 
Odessa, WA 99159 Odessa, WA 99159 
(509) 982-2600

SALESPERSON P.O. NUMBER DATE SHIPPED SHIPPED VIA F.O.B. POINT TERMS 

House None given 2/21/14 Company truck Kennewick, WA Net 15 

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 

3 135 Gal. Compressed Air Foam System $0.00 $2,000.00 

3 Overdue payment $2,154.00 $6,462.00 

1 Late Payment 3% $193.90 $193.90 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

SUBTOTAL $8,655.90 

SALES TAX $154.00 

SHIPPING & HANDLING $0.00 

TOTAL DUE $8,809.90

Make all checks payable to: Poland & Sons, LLC. 
If you have any questions concerning this invoice, call: Jacek Kobiesa, 509.586.2158 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 
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Stacey Rasmussen, manager for the Odessa Public Development Authority, didn't know what she was in 
for when she met with people from the federal Environmental Protection Agency and Department of 
Ecology last week for a "routine inspection" of Odessa's mothballed biodiesel plant. As she reported 
Monday, March 16, at the regular monthly meeting of the OPDA board, the initial inspection quickly set 
off alarm bells among the DOE representatives present. EPA representation was also expected, but no 
one from that organization appeared. 

The first group of inspectors was followed the next Thursday by a much larger group of nine EPA and 
DOE people who carried out a more detailed inspection by engineers and specialists in toxic cleanup 
efforts. Also requested was the presence of local law enforcement and fire department personnel while 
the inspection was taking place. As a result of the inspection, the EPA insisted on an immediate cleanup 
of toxic and/or caustic chemicals still at the plant, removal of a full tank of methanol and disposal of 
numerous totes filled with hazardous waste still stored at the plant both indoors and outside. Their 
purpose was to determine in detail the scope and possible cost of the cleanup. The EPA will perform the 
cleanup, which is expected to take about two weeks. 

Determining the cost and who is responsible for paying for the cleanup are two important subjects for all 
of the parties concerned. Serious negotiations will no doubt be held over the next few weeks. 

One positive aspect of the entire affair, said board member Clark Kagele, is that by the time of the April 
15 deadline for potential new tenants or buyers to submit detailed proposals for reopening the plant, it 
will be completely up to EPA and DOE standards of cleanliness. 

Rasmussen also reported that one of the three entities that had earlier expressed an interest in the plant 
would be coming to visit it this week. The interested party has been actively seeking information on the 
plant itself and has reached out to some of the people who were instrumental in its startup and continuing 
operation. 

In a final agenda item related to the biodiesel plant, Rasmussen stated that the board had received a 
"request for items" from the company that had supplied the plant with fire suppression equipment. The 
company had allowed former tenant Transmessis to rent the equipment. Rent payments had not been 
forthcoming, however, and the company was requesting the return of its equipment. Board members 
decided that, in order to maintain a further level of safety, the equipment would be returned only after the 
cleanup is completed. 

LPCA 

The meat processing plant at Odessa's industrial park was also on the agenda. The group had submitted 
some of the information requested by the OPDA board but was still in the process of reviewing a staffing 
plan in preparation for a possible renewal of operations. Treasurer Sue Lani Madsen said in her letter to 
the OPDA board that the livestock producers group was planning to meet Friday, March 20, to make a 
final decision on whether to go forward with efforts to reopen the plant or to withdraw and allow some 
other entity to lease or buy the operation. 

Madsen also requested on the producers' behalf that lease payments owed to the OPDA be deferred until 
April 15, which the board approved. 

MOST POPULAR: 
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5. Damon Pistulka, Lou Soumas, and Christopher Efird are involved
with Waterside Energy and its subsidiaries.

Enclosures: 

1. Washington Secretary of State’s corporation database page for Waterside Energy.

2. Email from Soumas to Port of Longview staff.

3. PowerPoint slide presented by Soumas to Port of Longview staff.
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WATERSIDE ENERGY LLC

UBI Number 603556204

Category LLC

Active/Inactive Active

State Of Incorporation DE

WA Filing Date 11/03/2015

Expiration Date 11/30/2016

Inactive Date

Duration Perpetual

Registered Agent Information

Agent Name INCORP SERVICES INC

Address 4816 AURORA AVE N 

City SEATTLE

State WA

ZIP 98103

Special Address Information

Address

City

State

Zip

Governing Persons

Title Name Address

Manager EFIRD, CHRISTOPHER 11767 KATY FREEWAY STE 830 
HOUSTON, TX 77079
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 Riverside Energy- Project owner  and developer
 Lou Soumas-CEO, 25 years experience building successful

business in a variety of industries. Energy developer since
2006.  Extensive Washington State experience

 Chris Efird-Chairman, 20 years experience financing major
industrial projects with extensive energy industry connections
and experience

 Damon Pistulka-SVP, 25 years of building and operating
industrial facilities

 HQC (Petro China subsidiary)- Technology provider and
EPC
 International design and engineering firm with 4,000

employees worldwide
 Trico- Project Construction Manager

 Washington based private industrial contracting firm with
extension energy related experience
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6. Damon Pistulka, Lou Soumas, and Christopher Efird were
involved with Transmessis Columbia Plateau.

Enclosures: 

1. Washington Secretary of State’s corporation database page for Transmessis
Columbia Plateau, LLC.

2. Longview Daily News article on Waterside and Transmessis.

3. Port of Longview document describing Transmessis and Waterside.

Page 33 of 37 - Jan. 4, 2016



TRANSMESSIS COLUMBIA PLATEAU, LLC

UBI Number 603345768

Category LLC

Active/Inactive Active

State Of Incorporation DE

WA Filing Date 05/22/2015

Expiration Date 05/31/2016

Inactive Date

Duration Perpetual

Registered Agent Information

Agent Name DAMON PISTULKA

Address 18021 85TH PL W 

City EDMONDS

State WA

ZIP 98026

Special Address Information

Address PO BOX 1753

City EDMONDS

State WA

Zip 98020

Governing Persons

Title Name Address

Manager PISTULKA, DAMON 18021 85TH PL W 
EDMONDS, WA 98026
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REFINERY

Oil refinery faces host of hurdles before coming to
Longview

MAY 29, 2015 11:45 PM  •  BY MARISSA LUCK

Port of Longview made national headlines this
week when it announced it would pursue a deal
with a startup company for a new $800 million
oil refinery. But how likely is it that the plant
would actually be built?

Many factors work against Riverside Refining’s
favor: There will be fierce opposition from
environmental groups and a lengthy permitting
process. In addition, a lawsuit against top
company officials could undermine confidence

in the project.

“If I had to bet a $100, there’s no question of what I would do. They’ve got a gauntlet of
different things that have to go right for this to work,” said Tom Kloza, global energy analyst
at Oil Price Information Service.

But other factors could improve Riverside’s prospects, too. The company says it has
financial backing and potential customers. Despite an improving unemployment rate,
Longview is still hungry for jobs, and the community is accustomed to heavy industry. And
port commissioners and candidates are open to it.

“We’re supposed to open to any project that can pass our due diligence and is good for the
community, and safe. Sometimes people don’t see that in that manner with oil, but we need
to stay open and not be negative on everything,” said Port Commission President Bob
Bagaason.

Dozens of potential clients propose projects to the port every year, said port spokeswoman
Ashley Helenberg, but before reaching the negotiation stage a company has to first pass an
initial review, which Riverside has. That review includes a preliminary evaluation of how the
project would affect the port, what land it would encumber, how many jobs it would create
and what potential revenue it could bring. The company will go through a more thorough
vetting process during negotiations, including a check on Riverside’s financial backers, she
said.

Riverside Refining and its parent, Waterside Energy, are both Houstonbased startups.
Soumas said that neither he or his business partner Chris Efird have started or operated an
oil refinery. But both have worked in the energy business a combined 23 years, he said, and
they are working with experts in the industry.

One local environmental group, Columbia Riverkeeper has already questioned Riverside’s
Page 35 of 37 - Jan. 4, 2016

http://tdn.com/users/profile/Marissa%20Luck
http://tdn.com/


credibility, pointing out that top Riverside officials are being sued in Lincoln County over
their involvement in an Odessa, Wash., biodeisiel company called TransMessis Columbia
Plateau.

TransMessis operated the $4.3 million plant for the Odessa Public Development Authority,
but it shut down after six months after failing to finance an expansion and falling $200,000
behind on its rent, according to OPDA. Up to 28 employees were laid off and a seed
company is suing TransMessis for nonpayment of $1.6 million in canola seed.

The suit names Soumas, Efird, Joseph Rozelle and Damon Pistulka as defendants,
according to court documents. Pistulka, who was the CEO of TransMessis, is a contracting
project manager for Riverside, Soumas said. Soumas was CEO of Evergreen Renewable
and Efird is CEO of Access Global Investments, which both backed TransMessis.

But Soumas said Riverside has no affiliation with TransMessis.

Financing for the TransMessis project failed to materialize due to poor market conditions, as
plummeting gas prices made biodiesel projects less attractive to investors. Financing for oil
projects is a different story, Soumas saiid.

However, Kloza, the OPIS analyst, said investors can be spooked by stringent regulations
and environmentalists in the region. You’re more likely to build a flying car than get financing
for an energy project in this region, because delays are so likely, he quipped.

He pointed to the proposed Tesoro Corp.’s proposed oil terminal at the Port of Vancouver:
Port commissioners there approved it in 2013, but it still is not permitted. It would take even
longer to permit a refinery, Kloza said.

But Soumas, a former Northwest resident, said the region is not as opposed to oil projects
as outsiders may think.

“Everybody outside the Northwest thinks that’s where energy projects go to die. ... We
believe that a properly managed projects can go through.”

Washington's refineries

Longview — Riverside Energy (proposed)

Daily processing: 30,000 barrels (1.25 million gallons) of crude oil.
Products:  liquid petroleum gas, gasoline, diesel/jet fuel and kerosene.
Markets: Pacific Northwest regional markets.

Tacoma — U.S. Oil

Daily processing: 35,000 barrels (1.5 million gallons) of crude oil.
Products: gasoline, diesel and jet fuels, residual fuels and asphalt.
Markets: truck and trailer, marine and rail loading for fuels and asphalt in Tacoma;
jet fuel to the military via a pipeline.

 Ferndale — ConocoPhillips

Daily processing: 105,000 barrels (4.4 million gallons) of crude oil.Page 36 of 37 - Jan. 4, 2016

Miles
Highlight



TransMessis Columbia Plateau 

Summary 
TransMessis Columbia Plateau (TCP) is a small privately held corporation formed in late 2013 by 

a group of accredited · investors. TCP formed to acquire and operate a small canola crushing and 
biodiesel production facility in Odessa, WA. At the time of TCPs formation the asset were idle and in 
bankruptcy. The small plant had a design capacity of 85 tons per day of canola crush and 220 barrels per 
day of biodiesel production. 

TCP acquired the assets with the intent to increase the plant's capacity to 700 barrel per day. 
This expansion plan was subject to proper market conditions existing and a prove out of the existing 
facilities represented capabilities. TCP began operating the plant in January 2014 and found many of the 
conditions and representation made were false. None-the-less, after additional investment and 
redesign work, TCP was able to get the plant operating at 20% above nameplate capacity. 

TCP operated the Odessa plant through June 2014. Due to a rapid and unprecedented decline in 
bio-diesel pricing during this same time period the plant was idled in July 2014 until such time as pricing 
improved and the additional investment for the plant expansion could be supported. As crude oil prices, 
and correspondingly bio-diesel prices, declined further in late 2014 and early 2015, the expansion plans 
continued on hold. As of April 2015 over 60% of U.S. bio-d iesel capacity is idle awaiting improvements 
in market conditions and long overdue guidelines from the EPA. 

TCP and Waterside Energy 
TCP is a not owned or controlled by Waterside Energy. It is a standalone legal entity with 

separate investors. The two majority owners and operating partners of Waterside, Chris Efird and Lou 
Soumas, served as consultants and advisers to TCP and hold a minority interest in the company. 

TCP and Wolfkill Feed and Fertilizer 
Wolfkill Feed and Fertilizer ("Wolfkill ") was a canola seed supplier to TCP from January through 

June 2014. Wolfkill was an unsecured trade creditor at the time TCP suspended plant operations. As an 
unsecured creditor TCP's senior secured creditors had first claim on TCPs cash flow and assets. From July 
2014 through March 2015 TCP and Wolfkill had discussions concerning restructuring of outstanding 
trade balance as a part of any expansion and restart of the Odessa facility. These negotiations have not 
resulted in an agreement and Wolfkill is now seeking relief through litigation. In an attempt to improve 
its unsecured creditor position Wolfkill has made false allegations in the hopes of piercing the TCP 
corporate veil. TCP acknowledges a trade payable to Wolfkill and stands ready to disprove all claims 
made by Wolfkill concerning false statements or misinformation. 

POL000004 
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