Oregon’s Dirty Air Pollution Loophole:

Support SB 197

to End Uncontrolled Air Pollution from Factory Farms

The Problem

Concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs), also
known as factory farms, emit large amounts of air
pollution, including methane, ammonia, nitrous oxide,
volatile organic compounds, and particulate matter.1
Yet Oregon has no air pollution control program to
monitor and reduce factory farm pollution. While the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has long
acknowledged the problem of factory farm air pollution,
EPA fails to regulate the industry.2 In the face of federal
inaction, states including Minnesota, California, and Idaho
have adopted laws to reduce air pollution from factory
farms.3 To date, Oregon has not adopted regulations to
control air pollution from factory farms.

2007 Air Quality Legislation

In 2007, Oregon took a first step towards addressing air
pollution from factory farms.4 SB 235 created a Task Force
to find solutions to the growing air quality problems
associated with large industrial dairy operations in
Oregon.5 A 2008 report from the Task Force called on
the Oregon Departments of Environmental Quality
and Agriculture to create a new program for air quality
monitoring, as well as both voluntary and regulatory
measures, to reduce harmful air emissions from significant
sources of dairy-related air pollution beginning in 2009.6
The consensus proposal was endorsed by the dairy
industry, family farm organizations, and environmental
and public health professionals on the Task Force.7

The Legislature never funded the Task Force’s
recommended studies and the agencies never adopted
air pollution regulations or recommended voluntary
measures. As a result, Oregon is now facing new industrialscale factory farms taking advantage of the state’s lax
pollution laws.8

A Growing Threat

Oregon is already home to one of the nation’s largest
industrial-scale dairy operations.9 Located near Boardman,
Threemile Canyon Farms houses 70,000 cows10 and is a
major source of ammonia and other pollution emissions.11
Studies link haze and acid deposition in the Columbia
River Gorge to pollution from factory farms in eastern
Oregon and Washington, including Threemile.12
Now, Oregon is facing a new 30,000 head industrial
dairy operation located near Threemile. If approved, the
proposed Lost Valley Ranch would generate 187 million
tons of manure each year, similar to a large Oregon
city, but without wastewater treatment.13 Instead, Lost
Valley Ranch proposes to store liquid manure in open-air
lagoons and dispose manure on fields, posing significant
risk to both air and water quality. Because Oregon has
no program to monitor and protect air quality from
these sources, the combined impact of air pollution from
Lost Valley Ranch, Threemile Canyon Farms, and future
operations will grow.

The Legislature Must Act – Pass SB 197

SB 197 would require that, by January 2019, state agencies
responsible for environmental quality and agriculture
establish a Dairy Air Emissions Program based on the
consensus proposal of the 2008 Task Force. The bill would
require state agencies to consult with diverse stakeholders
through a rules advisory committee, and offer a public
comment and review period.
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