
 

 

Yakama Nation, Post Office Box 151, Toppenish, WA 98948 (509) 865-5121 

of the Yakama Nation 
Established by the 
Treaty of June 9, 1855 

Confederated Tribes and Bands 

December 28, 2020 
 
 
FILED ELECTRONICALLY 
 
 
Kimberly Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE 
Washington, D.C. 20426 
 
 
RE: YAKAMA NATION COMMENTS ON NEPA SCOPING DOCUMENT NO. 1 FOR PROPOSED 
GOLDENDALE PUMPED STORAGE PROJECT (P-14861-002). 
 
Dear Secretary Bose, 
 
 Included herein are comments on behalf of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation (“Yakama Nation”) Natural Resources Department in response to the 
October 29, 2020 Notice Soliciting Scoping Comments (“Scoping Document”) for the 
Goldendale Pumped Storage Project FERC No. 14861 (“Project”) pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 40 CFR §§ 1500 – 1508 (“NEPA”).  Consistent with the Yakama 
Nation’s comments below, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) must 
conduct an Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) of this Project and should extend a 
second Scoping Document with additional necessary complete information.  This letter 
preserves, incorporates, and reasserts the Yakama Nation’s concerns regarding the Project 
made known to the FERC and Project Applicants through previous communications.1  This 
letter further agrees with and incorporates corresponding comments submitted by the 
Columbia Riverkeeper on the Project Scoping Document.    
 
I. Background. 
 

The 1855 Treaty between the United States and the Yakamas (“Treaty”) reserved a 
1.3 million acre Reservation “for the exclusive use and benefit” of the Yakama people.2  The 
Treaty further designated reserved rights for Yakamas to exercise “in common with” 
citizens of the United States at all usual and accustomed places within the Treaty 

 

1 See Exhibit A - Letter From Yakama Tribal Council Chairman To FERC Secretary (Mar. 2020). 
2 See Treaty with the Yakamas, U.S. – Yakama Nation, June 9, 1855, 12 Stat. 951, art. II, cl. 3. 










































