














In 1982 I took my fi rst foray into 
political activism, attending the 
Rally for Nuclear Disarmament 
in New York City. A friend and I 

were the youngest among a loosely 
organized group of Midwesterners 
who traveled by school bus through 
most of the day and night to 
Manhattan. I remember being 
relaxed yet energized walking down 
to join the throng in Central Park. 
We never made it that far. Every 
street in midtown was clogged with 
one million protesters from across 
the country and around the world, 
shoulder to shoulder, chanting, 
singing, voices echoing off  buildings. 
We shared food, hugs, and tears 
with strangers. To swim in that sea 
of humanity and experience the ex-
pression of our calm determination 
was to plumb the depths of collec-
tive grief co-mingling with hope. 

In the years since, my fear of 
nuclear destruction has shifted sub-
stantially, but it remains just as mo-
tivating. Progress toward limiting 
nuclear armament around the world 

has happened largely under the 
radar of common knowledge and 
public discourse in the U.S. 

Last summer, I joined the 
Hanford Journey, a day-long event 
organized by Yakama Nation 
in collaboration with Columbia 
Riverkeeper. In the months after, I 
debriefed with participants to see 
what the takeaways were. Generally 
speaking, we shared a sense of 
how daunting it is to contemplate 

“cleanup.” For example, consid-
ering the estimated 25,000 years 
required to babysit what is cur-
rently 56 million gallons of nuclear 
waste, does it make sense to expect 
success that far in the future? 

To think about managing 
nuclear waste is to confront the 
limits of our civilization. It is an 
exercise that drifts quickly into 
the unknown and unknowable. 
Recently, I came across an essay 
by writer, historian, and activist 
Rebecca Solnit that lifted up these 
limitations as opportunity—an op-
portunity to act.

Leave a Legacy 

Hanford needs the kind of love and 

commitment that will last “forever.” 

You can be a part of that “forever 

love” with a legacy gift. Legacy gifts 

provide signi� cant support to critical 

causes like Columbia Riverkeeper by 

channeling your largest lifetime gifts 

as part of your will or trust. 

Get started:
Contact Dianne Riley
dianne@columbiariverkeeper.org 
541-399-3260
columbiariverkeeper.org/legacy-giving

“Hope locates itself in 

the premises that we 

don’t know what will 

happen and that in 

the spaciousness of 

uncertainty is room 

to act.” ~ Rebecca Solnit

I fi nd that the sober certainty 
that we will all someday be gone is 
perfectly counterbalanced by the 
fact that I don’t really know what 
death is or where it takes us. Th is 
potent combination of certain and 
uncertain parts of human experi-
ence is ripe for the type of action 
that is legacy giving. Why not hope 
that you matter and your life makes 
a diff erence? I appreciate Solnit’s 
approach: let us dream our hopes 
into this space of uncertainty so 
that at least some of us might fi nd 
out down the line that such dreams 
acted upon are powerful enough to 
recreate our world anew. �F

Solnit writes: Hope locates itself in the premises that we 

don’t know what will happen and that in the spaciousness of 

uncertainty is room to act. When you recognize uncertainty, 

you recognize that you may be able to infl uence the 

outcomes—you alone or you in concert with a few dozen or 

several million others. Hope is an embrace of the unknown 

and the unknowable, an alternative to the certainty of both 

optimists and pessimists.

[...]

It is the belief that what we do matters even though how and 

when it may matter, who and what it may impact, are not 

things we can know beforehand. . . .history is full of people 

whose infl uence was most powerful after they were gone.

~ Rebecca Solnit, writer, historian, and activist

Participants in the 2022 Hanford Journey got 
an up-close view of the Hanford Nuclear Site 
from the Columbia. Photo by Sky Bear Media.

Your gifts honor 
the past and 

support the next 
generation of 

activism.

Look Forward Look Forward

Where Grief and 
Hop e Can Coexist

By Dianne Riley, 

Sustaining Gifts 

Director
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Support a Clean Columbia

Tax season is here! Let Columbia 

Riverkeeper make taxes a little less 

taxing. More and more people are making 

tax-smart donations from donor-advised 

funds and retirement accounts, or leaving 

a legacy gift in their estate plans. You can 

also contribute online or via mail today, 

set up monthly giving, or donate stocks.

www.ColumbiaRiverkeeper.org/Ways-Give 
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Cheri GavinDiscover interactive, 

extended stories.

bit.ly/Hanford-Resources


