Snake River Dams COLUMBIA
in Context:
Past, Present, and Future RIVERKEEPER®

Since time immemorial: Tribal people live,
fish, and spstamably manage the fisheries P
resources in what is now named the
Columbia River Basin.
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1805-06: T'he Lewis and Clark expedition,

with assistance from numerous T'ribal people
Vancouver

and nations, travels along the Snake and
Columbia rivers. Journals of the expedition

reflect the size and importance of Columbia OREGON

River salmon runs to Tribal people.

1830-50s: Large numbers of white settlers begin occupying Tribal territories in the Columbia River Basin, often violently
excluding native people from their traditional lands and resources.

1855: Several Tribes sign treaties with the United States ceding large areas of territory in the Columbia River Basin.
These treaties reserve the Tribes’ rights to take salmon at “all usual and accustomed places,” including along the
Columbia and Lower Snake rivers.

1905: The Supreme Court (U.S. v. Winans) reaffirms that treaties prevent the States, or their citizens, from blocking
"T'ribal fishing access. Justice Mckenna’s opinion notes that the right to fish is “not much less necessary to the existence of
the Indians than the atmosphere they breathed.”

1925: The Yakama Nation petitions President Coolidge to
defend treaty rights against infringement by the State of
Washington. Yakama leaders travel to Washington D.C. to
advocate for treaty rights.

1942: The Supreme Court (‘Tulee v. Washington) overturns
the conviction of Yakama fisherman Sampson Tulee, reaffirming

treaty fishing rights and ruling that tribal members do not need
state-issued fishing licenses.

1950: The Washington Department of Fisheries opposes building
four dams on the Lower Snake River because they would

« rdiz[e] more than one-half of the Columbia river salmon Teens with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Jeopa €] more than one-halt of the L.olumbia river salmo Reservation Youth Council asked politicians to protect salmon

production in exchange for 148 miles of subsidized barge route.” by removing the four Lower Snake River dams at the “Rally for
Salmon” in Portland, Oregon, in 2022. Photo courtesy of Save

Our Wild Salmon.


https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/overlanders-in-the-columbia-river-gorge-1840-1870-a-narrative-history.htm
https://critfc.org/member-tribes-overview/treaty-q-a/
https://www.historylink.org/File/2593
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1956-75: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructs four dams on the L.ower Snake River, drowning the “usual and
accustomed fishing places” protected by T'ribal treaties.

1960-70: 'I'ribal fishing rights advocates across the Pacific Northwest participate
in “fish-in” protests—openly violating State fishing rules to highlight the loss

of treaty fishing rights. The protesters are influenced by the American Civil
Rights movement and collaborate with the NAACP and the ACLU.

1969-79: T'ribal fishing advocates win a series of federal court cases

(commonly called the Belloni and Boldt decisions) establishing the Tribes’
right to half of the harvestable salmon in the Columbia.

1982: T'ribal fishing rights activist David Sohappy and others are targeted by
the National Marine Fisheries Service and sent to federal prison for catching_

and selling Columbia River salmon.

1986: Snake River coho salmon go extinct. The Nez Perce "I'ribe begins

reintroduction in 1994. David Sohappy Sr. in the Yakama Nation
Tribal Court, photo courtesy of Tom Keefe.

1991: The Shoshone-Bannock T'ribes successfully petition the federal

government to list Snake River sockeye salmon under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Spring- and fall-run Snake
River Chinook salmon are ESA-listed in 1992. Snake River steelhead are ESA-listed in 2006.

1994-2023: "I'ribes, states, and fishing and conservation groups repeatedly sue the federal government under the ESA
for failing to create valid plans to recover salmon. Judges strike down multiple federal plans as inadequate and order

marginal improvements to the dams to protect fish.

2008: Multiple Tribes and States sign the Columbia Basin Fish Accords, an agreement that guarantees federal

funding to enhance fisheries and habitat. The Nez Perce Tribe and Oregon do not sign the Accords and, instead,

continue opposing the management of the Columbia and Snake river dams by the Bonneville Power Administration
and the Army Corps.

2017: Federal scientists, relying on decades of population modeling, show that Snake River spring and summer
Chinook are unlikely to recover unless the Lower Snake River Dams are removed.

2018: The “Culverts Case” establishes that blocking salmon’s ability to migrate can violate the Tribes’ treaty rights

to harvest salmon. As a result, the State of Washington will fix hundreds of culverts that block salmon migration.

2021: Representative Mike Simpson (R-ID) outlines an ambitious proposal to un-dam the Lower Snake River and

invest in river communities.
2021: T'ribal governments and institutions, including the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians and the National
Congress of American Indians, ask for Lower Snake River dam removal as part of a comprehensive plan to restore

tribal fishing, culture, and treaty rights in the Columbia River basin.

2022: The National Marine Fisheries Service and the American Fisheries Society agree that removing Lower Snake

River dams is essential to rebuilding abundant salmon and steelhead runs in the Snake River.


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/timber-wars-season-2-salmon-wars/id1528060427
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https://critfc.org/fish-and-watersheds/fish-and-habitat-restoration/columbia-basin-fish-accords/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/46-21/the-great-salmon-compromise/
https://crosscut.com/2018/06/will-state-learn-another-loss-tribal-fishing-rights
https://vimeo.com/511281401
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20792181-northwest-salmon-and-river-restoration-resolution-atni-mid-year-2021-v2
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/rebuilding-interior-columbia-basin-salmon-and-steelhead
https://fisheries.org/policy-media/recent-policy-statements/statement-of-the-american-fisheries-society-afs-and-the-western-division-afs-wdafs-about-the-need-to-breach-the-four-dams-on-the-lower-snake-river/

2022: 'The Biden Administration promises a
durable strategy to restore abundant salmon
and acknowledges that Lower Snake River
dam removal is essential to that goal.

Late 2023: The Biden Administration,
T'ribes, States, and groups including
Columbia Riverkeeper sign a
comprehensive agreement to recover

Columbia Basin salmon, honor tribal rights,
and replace the services of the LLower Snake
River dams.

June 2024: Following 'T'ribal consultation,
the U.S. Department of Interior publishes
an analysis of the historic, cumulative, and
ongoing effects of the Federal dams on
Columbia River Basin Tribes.

January 2025: The U.S. The Bureau of
Reclamation publish a draft study showing
that irrigation would remain feasible
following Lower Snake River dam removal,
given appropriate investments in new water
infrastructure.

ebruary 24, 2024, Columbia Riverkeeper Board President Emily Washines
attended a White House ceremony celebrating the signing of the Resilient
Columbia Basin agreement.


https://ictnews.org/news/plan-to-breach-snake-river-dams-was-the-work-of-tribes
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/tribal-circumstances-analysis
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/fcrps/lsrws/LSR_Water_Supply_Replacement_Study_FINAL_DRAFT_508.pdf

