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Charting
a Course
Through

People unite to advocate

[for public health, climate
action, and safety in the face
of ongoing threats from the
Zenith Energy facility. Photo
by Alex Milan Tracy.

Troubled
Waters

By Miles Johnson, Legal Director and
Kelly Campbell, Policy Director

The governments of Oregon and Washington have
immense influence over the health of the Columbia
River and its communities, and strengthening state-
level protections is now more important than ever.

nce again, we are forced to confront a Trump

administration that is openly hostile to many civil and

human rights—including our basic rights to clean water

and clean air. We've been here before, but this time feels
different (and worse). What has not changed is Columbia Riverkeeper’s
dedication to living our values and advancing our mission. Thanks to
your support, here are 10 ways Columbia Riverkeeper is protecting the
Columbia during the second Trump administration.

Focusing on State
Legislatures

With the federal government in
chaos, we focused on the Oregon
and Washington legislatures like
never before in 2025. We have
grown our team in recent years, and
that additional capacity allowed
us to engage much more deeply in
state-level lawmaking than we have
in the past. And just in time, too!
We took a lead role in opposing
efforts to open Oregon to nuclear
development, and we pushed back
against attempts in Washington
to weaken Clean Water Act reg-
ulations and cut funding for the
Columbia Gorge National Scenic
Area. We supported partner-led
legislation including efforts to

fix Oregon’s broken groundwater
pollution laws and to strengthen
environmental justice protections
in Washington. The governments

of Oregon and Washington have
immense influence over the health
of the Columbia River and its
communities, and strengthening
state-level protections is now more
important than ever.

Defending
Social Justice

We refuse to retreat from our values.

We refuse to scrub terms like “en-
vironmental justice” and “diversity”
from our website and commu-
nications. We refuse to take the
pronouns oft our email signatures.
We refuse to give in to this gov-
ernment’s—or any government’s—
attempt to frighten and bully us
into silence.

And, while words clearly matter,
our commitments go deeper than
terminology. We work in solidari-
ty with underserved communities
in the Columbia River Basin to

achieve tangible, shared goals. For
example, Columbia Riverkeeper is
proud to be joining the Oregon for
All Coalition, proud of supporting
Yakama Nation’s efforts to protect
the sacred Pushpum site from
energy development, and proud to
have advocated for the Planning
for Healthy Communities Act—an
ambitious environmental justice bill
proposed in the Oregon legislature.

Enforcing the
Clean Water Act

While federal agencies under the
Trump administration ignore illegal
pollution, Columbia Riverkeep-

er goes to court and stops it. Our
newest staff attorney, Teryn Yazdani
(who just celebrated her one-year
anniversary with Columbia Riv-
erkeeper) is focused on holding
polluters accountable. Using

the Clean Water Act, we make

sure companies stop their illegal
pollution and pay a penalty to deter
future violations—and we send that
money to Tribes and community
groups for projects to protect and
restore the Columbia River. When
government regulators look the
other way, Columbia Riverkeeper
steps up.
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We are stronger together,
and in these troubling
times, we are emphasizing
our support for Tribes and
partner organizations that
share our goals of a clean
and safe Columbia River
for everyone.

Environmental educator Lisa Kosglow (below),
who supports the Science & Education team’s
Nichols Natural Area programming, teaches
students along the Columbia. Volunteer Jane
Camero (right) collected trash from her kayak
during a river cleanup in Hood River. Photo by
Paloma Ayala.

COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER®

Taking the Long View

It’s tempting, and sometimes necessary, to focus on the
Trump administration’s bad, weird, or just plain stupid
idea of the day. (Yes, we actually had to explain to
reporters why the Columbia River cannot be turned on
and off like a “big faucet.”) But some of the challenges
we face will take decades or longer to fully resolve, and
we can't afford to get knocked off course.

'That’s why we remain focused on big, long-term
projects that are essential to the health of the Columbia
and its people. These projects include securing radio-
active and toxic waste at Hanford, removing the four
Lower Snake River dams and replacing their services,
and cleaning up toxic PCB contamination at Bonneville
Dam. These essential actions, and others, will exist far
beyond the end of the Trump administration, so we are
continuing to push for progress despite the daily chaos
within our federal government.

Opposing Presidential Overreach

We pick our battles, but we are directly opposing several
illegal attempts by the Trump administration to circum-
vent or destroy our nation’s laws protecting clean water
and habitat for important species.

In coordination with Tribes, states, and national
nonprofits, we are pushing back against Trump’s fake
“Energy Emergency” declaration that could fast-track
permits for projects—like the NEXT refinery and Cable
under the Columbia—that pose serious risks to the
Columbia and river communities. We are also opposing
the Trump administration’s efforts to shrink the scope
of the Clean Water Act and legalize the destruction of
salmon and steelhead habitat. Fortunately, we are not
working alone, which allows us to focus on preventing

these illegal policy changes from harming the Columbia.

Reaching the Next Generation

Part of protecting and restoring the Columbia River
for the next generation means teaching that genera-
tion about the river they will inherit. A clean and safe
Columbia for everyone is not a static goal that can be
permanently achieved; it is a reciprocal commitment to
our home that must be passed down, and reaffirmed,
over time.

We are reaching the next generation of river users
and defenders in many ways. This spring, Community
Organizer Juan Monje and Senior Community
Organizer Kate Murphy taught roughly 3,000 Portland

. e
elementary and middle school students how to identify

safe fish to eat from the Bonneville Dam area. Science
& Education Director Lorri Epstein continued her
work at the Nichols Natural Area in Hood River,
engaging students from Gorge schools in hands-on
outdoor learning and environmental education. Senior
Staff Attorney & Hanford Program Director Simone
Anter developed youth-focused materials and a Hanford
Journey event especially for students. Through these
efforts, we hope to encourage a new generation to
explore and love the Columbia River—because we
protect what we love.

Focusing on State
and Local Decisions

Our state and local governments in Oregon and Wash-
ington often have authority to protect the Columbia
River from risky or dangerous proposals. Convinc-

ing states to use their authority can be difficult, but
Columbia Riverkeeper’s combination of grassroots or-
ganizing, savvy communications, and legal muscle has a
way of motivating public officials. And these strategies
are more important than ever now that federal environ-
mental agencies are in disarray, or worse.

Our campaign to stop the Zenith fuel terminal is a
good example. Advocacy to the City of Portland resulted
in an agreement to phase out shipments of crude oil and,
more recently, a resolution to further investigate Zenith’s
conduct. At the same time, we are pushing the Oregon
Dept. of Environmental Quality to deny a Clean Air
Act permit that would allow Zenith to expand its fu-
el-handling operations.

With respect to the NEXT diesel refinery proposed
near Clatskanie, OR, we are suing the Oregon Dept.
of Environmental Quality for illegally issuing a water
quality certification. We hope that a successful lawsuit
will force Oregon to reconsider, and ultimately deny, the
permit for this dangerous refinery.

Tracking Emerging Threats

We aren't taking our eye off the ball when it comes to
new threats to the Columbia River and our climate.
Emerging technologies and the push to decarbon-

ize have led to opportunities, but also challenges,

for Columbia River communities. That’s why we are
working hard to understand the implications of the data
center boom on water needs and electricity systems.
We are also looking into new proposals—like the
Drax wood pellet facility in Longview—that are using
climate greenwashing to garner support for dirty or
harmful activities.

Supporting Our Partners

We are stronger together, and in these troubling times,
we are emphasizing our support for Tribes and partner
organizations that share our goals of a clean and safe
Columbia River for everyone. Recently, we were proud
to supporand join the Healing Snake River Journey, a
project of the non-profit Khimstonik. And we continue
to partner with Yakama Nation’s Environmental Resto-
ration Waste Management Program to fund a portion of
the program’s STEM coordinator position.

We are mindful of our partners’access to resources.
At a time when many Tribes and nonprofits have seen
essential federal funding disappear, we are sending
hundreds of thousands of dollars from Clean Water Act
penalties to support our partners’ efforts to protect and
restore the Columbia.

Celebrating 25 Years!

No matter what, we will continue to live our value
of hope. That’s why we are celebrating 25 years of
protecting the Columbia River—and looking
forward to the next 25! In dark

times, hope and community are

more important than ever. so \

IO))

S
~}'e$‘

Currents

13



14

Connecting

with

the Lower Snake

he Lower Snake River
has become shorthand

River

By Miles Johnson,
Legal Director

for a regional debate

about energy production,
salmon recovery, and Tribal rights.
But policy conversations about if
and how to replace these four dams
and their services tend to ignore
Participants in the Healing Snake
River Journey take to the water to
reconnect people with the landscape
and advocate for a free-flowing
Lower Snake. Photo by
Miles Johnson.

that the Lower Snake is also a real,
physical place. This spring, I was
fortunate to spend two days in a
boat exploring part of the Lower
Snake, in the company of people

COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER®

with deep relationships to this
landscape.

'The trip was part of an annual
event called the Healing Snake
River Journey. Ione Jones, the
executive director of Khimston-
ik, has organized this multi-day
canoe journey and camping trip
each year since 2023. The Journey’s
goal is to reconnect people with
this landscape and highlight the
urgent need for Lower Snake River
dam removal. When Columbia

Though less than 40 miles from both Tri-Cities and Walla Walla, —~——~——~——~—~—"~—~——

this part of the Lower Snake was unnaturally calm and empty.

~—~——~—~—~—~—~—— Theriver is quiet, buried under a vast stillness of artificially high water.

Riverkeeper was approached about
supporting and attending the
Journey, I knew it was a great fit
and a rare opportunity.

I'loaded up Columbia River-
keeper’s patrol boat to serve as a
safety and support vessel for the
Journey, and drove up the Gorge
and out across the Palouse to
meet the paddlers. Roughly 30
people in five canoes—including
two hand-hewn traditional cedar
dugouts—set out from Lyons Ferry,
WA, just below Little Goose Dam.
'The sky was blue and the wind was
calm, a perfect day for paddling. I
was joined in Columbia Riverkeep-
er’s boat by three boys, and as we
lazily trailed the canoes down the
reservoir that day, we had plenty
of time to catch a few smallmouth
bass and jump off the side of the
boat for a cooling swim.

'The second day of the Journey
explored the lower half of what
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
named—with their typical pa-
triarchy, bland accuracy, and lack
of imagination—Lake Herbert
G. West. More gorgeous weather
greeted us, but this time with an
uncommon downriver breeze
lasting the entire day. For long
stretches, the canoes hung
together and drifted with the
wind, sometimes with the help of
make-shift sails. My three young
passengers from the day before
were learning to paddle, giving me
time to explore side channels, take
pictures, and scout ahead. Because
of the tailwind, we also had time
to beach the boats at the head of a

Seattle

WASHINGTON

Vancouver

Portland

protected cove for a mid-afternoon
swim, a leisurely shore lunch, and a
hike to a bluff overlooking Lower
Monumental Dam.

While time on the water is
always enjoyable, my overall im-
pression was that the Lower
Snake River has been completely
abandoned to hydropower genera-
tion. We were alone for two whole
days. We saw no other boaters, and
no public road accesses this stretch
of the Lower Snake. And why
come here? There are no beaches,
as the reservoirs stop the accu-
mulation of sand from upstream
and the water level remains the
same year-round. Spring Chinook
were running, but salmon fishing
is closed because the dams have
pushed these iconic fish to the
brink of extinction. The water
appeared absolutely still, with no
discernable current. A few barges
passed our little armada, hauling
juvenile salmon and steelhead
(rather than wheat) downstream. A
steady stream of trains rolled by on

the track paralleling the south bank.
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both Tri-Cities and Walla Walla,
this part of the Lower Snake was
unnaturally calm and empty. The
river is quiet, buried under a vast
stillness of artificially high water.

I'am grateful to have been
able to experience this landscape
alongside activists like Ione Jones
and others, who are descendants
of the original inhabitants of the
lands along the Lower Snake River.
Khimstonik advocates for the res-
toration of these lands, which were
seized from native people by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as
well as bringing back the people
and their relationships to this
landscape. Lower Snake River dam
removal is an essential part of Kh-
imstonik’s mission, and Columbia
Riverkeeper’s.

Khimstonik hopes to grow the
annual canoe journey in future
years, to connect more people with
this unique and largely unseen
landscape. You can support
Khimstonik’s efforts by visiting
www.npgivingvoice.org, and stay

tuned for information about next
year’s Journey. o
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P.O. Box 950
Hood River, OR 97031

What is
Your Dream
for the

Columbia’s
Next 25

Years?

Columbia Riverkeeper unites people in dozens of
rural and urban communities who dream—and fight—
together. Together, your donations deliver big wins and
protect the places you love.

Non Profit Org
US Postage Paid
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Portland, OR

Become a River Sustainer

As a monthly donor, you provide stable funding and
support creative strategies to protect salmon, clean
water, and our climate all year.

Tax-smart donations

Donating stocks, IRA disbursements, or from a donor
advised fund may reduce your tax liability, making your
gift a win for you and the Columbia.

Leave a Legacy
Join our Legacy Giving Circle by including Columbia

Riverkeeper in your will or estate plans.

Get Matched!
Many employers will match your charitable gift.
Check if your company is one of them.

Connect with Our Team

Alex Smith, Development Manager
alex@columbiariverkeeper.org

541-399-7284
ColumbiaRiverkeeper.org/Donate




